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ROMANIA  

 

 

 

1. GENERAL FACTS 

1.1.    Type of government: semi-presidential republic 

1.2. Religion: Orthodox 

1.3. Population and people: 20,121,641 (census 2011) 

1.4. Official language: Romanian 

1.5. Currency: RON 

1.6. Location in Europe.  

 

 

Romania is located in southeastern 

Central Europe, north of the Balkan Peninsula, 

along the Lower Danube, and exit to the Black 

Sea. 

 

 

 

1.7. Capital of the country: Bucharest 

1.8. Main cities: Bucharest, Iasi, Constanta, Cluj Napoca, Craiova, Timisoara, 

Brasov, Alba-Iulia. 
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Arch of Triumph 

1.9. BUCHAREST 

The capital of Romania, with a population of 

approximately 2 million inhabitants, is located in the 

Romanian Plain (Plain of Vlăsia), being crossed in the central 

area by the Dâmboviţa River, about 22 km long, and in the 

northern part of the Colentina River.  

Bucharest is documented in 1459 during the reign of Vlad 

Tepes. According to the legend, Bucharest was founded by an 

shepherd named Bucur, who had herded sheep in these places 

and from which the name of the city was drawn.  

Presidential Palace Cotroceni - former royal 

residence, today the official residence of the President of 

the country. The new building of the Parliament Palace, 

built on the order of Nicolae Ceausescu, was known as 

the House of the People. 

It is considered the second largest administrative building in the world, according to the 

World Records Academy. It measures 86 m high, and 92 m below ground, with 9 surface levels 

and 9 other underground. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Romanian Athenaeum

 

National Museum of Natural History "Grigore Antipa" 
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TIMISOARA 

 

The largest city in the southwest of the country, is 

located on the Bega Canal, in the Timiş Plain.Timişoara 

is the first European city with electrically illuminated 

streets (1884), benefited from one of the oldest public 

drinking water supply systems on the Romanian territory 

(1732) and the first electric tram in Romania (1899).                                                                                                                 

                                         Union Square 

                                                                                                     

        Cultural and public institutions: the Huniade Castle, 

the Opera, the Baroque Palace, the National Theater, the 

remains of the Timisoara Fortress, the Orthodox 

Cathedral, the Roman Catholic Cathedral, and many  

parks (Botanical Park, Central Park, Children's Park). 

        Celebrations are held in Victory Square, the 

Christmas Market and the Easter Fair, as well as other 

thematic fairs. 

                    Victoriei Square                                                           

 

 

 

                      

        Huniade Castle                                                                                          Baroque Palace 

Cantacuzino Palace 

 



Let’s Discover Europe Together Finding  Harmony in Differences – EUROPE’S FRIENDS – 

2017-1-RO01-KA219-037409_1 

                   

Romania’s   Guidebook                                                                                                                                            
7 

 

 

2. GEOGRAPHY 

2.1. Climate: temperate - continental with four seasons (winter, spring, summer, autumn). 

The winters are warm and the cold winters. 
 

2.2. Main Rivers 

The water network is well represented 

in Romania, being one of the country's great 

richness, most of the rivers are hydro-

energetically arranged and thus constitute an 

important source of energy. 

The most important water is the 

Danube, "Europe's backbone" enters the 

country at Bazias, digs a deep gorge through 

the Carpathian Mountains and after a 1075 km 

route from the country's entrance, it flows into 

the Black Sea through a beautiful delta - the Danube Delta. Together with its neighbor country, 

Serbia, it was built in the years of Communism, the Iron Gates Dam, with a dual function - 

hydropower and navigation system. This solved the great problem of passing the ships through 

the dangerous Danube gorge. It is a border with Serbia and in the South with Bulgaria. 

At the border of the country, with the Republic of Moldova, runs the Prut River. It 

springs from the Carpathians Forest Mountain, from Ukraine, and flows into the Danube near 

Galati. 

In the north of the country, it borders with Ukraine, on a not too large portion of approx. 

65 km, the Tisa River, an important tributary of the Danube. 

Within the country, the Olt and Mureş rivers spring from the same mountain, Hăşmaşu 

Mare, from the Eastern Carpathians. 

Olt river, passes to the Danube, near the town of Turnu Magurele, 615 km. When 

crossing the mountains it forms four gorges (2 in the Eastern Carpathians and 2 in the Southern 

Carpathians): Tusnad, Racos, Turnu Rosu and Cozia. His tumultuous activity has been 

dampened by the hydropower plant built on his course (22 hydroelectric plants) 

Of the 803 km, Mureş, it traverses the territory of our country 761 km. About 22 km 

crosses Hungary. From its sources it forms the Toplita - Deda Gorge, it goes westwards through 

the Transylvanian Depression, then cuts the Western Carpathians, then it leaves the country and 

spreads to Tisza on the territory of Hungary. 

The Somesul, an important river of northern Transylvania, gathers part of the Eastern 

Carpathians, part of the Western Carpathians (Apuseni Mountains). The Siret comes from 

Ukraine from the Carpathians Forests and crosses the entire Moldavia from north to south, 

spilling into the Danube in Galaţi. 
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2.3. Flora and Fauna  

Both flora and fauna of Romania are determined by the varied relief of the country and 

the activities carried out by man. Three major vegetation areas can be distinguished: the steppe 

area, the forest area, the alpine area. 

Flora 

Corner flower (Leontopodium alpinum) is protected by law, being 

declared a monument of nature since 1933. 

 

Drosera rotundifolia, a 

carnivorous plant living near 

Saint Ann Volcan Lake. 

 

 

The narcissus poles are declared a monument of 

nature from Dumbrava Vadului, Şercaia 

commune, Braşov county or from Negraşi, Arges 

county. 

 

 

Colorful tulip (Fritillaria meleagris) is a rare plant 

species, protected by law in all European countries; in 

Romania since the 1980s. Populated wet meadows and 

deciduous forests. It blossoms in May, for only 7 days, in 

several restricted regions of Romania 

 

The Nymphea lotus var. Thermalis is a pink lily 

of the valley, which lives in the thermal waters of Petea 

Lake, close to Baile 1 Mai - Felix, near Oradea. It was 

declared in 1931 as a monument of nature. 
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Fauna 

Romania's still rich fauna includes rare or even unique species on the continent. 

In the mountain forests, the mountain cock is still heard, 

the brown bears are often 

encountered, but the lynx 

(Lynx lynx) is very hard to 

see, and they are protected 

by law. 

 

 

The black goat (Rupicapra rupicapra) is rarely appearing on the 

rocks in the high Carpathian Mountains. Although the hunting is 

forbidden, however, poaching could not be stopped. 

 

The wild cat (Felis silvestris) 

prefers the quiet, bushy forests 

with hollow trees in which they can shelter their chickens.  

 

   

Carpathian Scorpion (Euscorpius carpathicus) lives in 

Romania, in the Banat Mountains, but can also be found in 

Buzau Subcarpathians. 

 

Viper with horn (Vipera ammodytes ammodytes) 

prefer the rocky slopes with shrubs, located near the 

water. She attacks only if she feels in danger, if you are 

not careful and you go over it. 
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The Romanian Brown Bear (Ursus Arctos) is a particularly strong 

animal belonging to the Urside family, is the largest carnivore in 

our country and almost authoritative master of the mountain 

forests. 

 

 

 

The Danube Delta is a bird and fish paradise, included in the UNESCO World Heritage 

Site since 1991, as a Biosphere Reserve, among the many birds we mention: the pelican, the 

swan, the egrettaalba, the batter, the gray stork, the cormorant, the hatchery. 

 

 

2.4. Mountains  

The Carpathian Mountains chain 

extends over 1,300 km in seven countries: 

Czech Republic (3%), Slovakia (17%), Poland 

(10%), Hungary (4%), Ukraine (11%), 

Romania %) and Serbia (4%). 

It seems that the name of the 

Carpathians derives from the word "Karpate", 

which means "rocks". 

Most of the Carpathian Mountains 

range on the territory of Romania, where they 

describe a large circle arch that closes the 

largest intra-mountain depression in Europe: the Depression of Transylvania. The Carpathians, 

besides the numerous riches (ore deposits, mineral waters, forests, meadows), form a tourist area. 

The Romanian Carpathians are divided into three main groups: the Eastern Carpathians, 

the Carpathians, the Transylvanian Alps and the Western Carpathians.  
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2.5. Lakes  

 

On the territory of Romania 

there are about 3 500 lakes, of which 

about 2 300 are natural. 

In the mountains there are 

glacial lakes (Bucura-the largest, 

Zanoaga-the deepest - in M. Reteat, 

Bâlea, Capra - in M Făgăraş, Gâlcescu- 

in M. Parîng), volcanic (St. Ana- in M. 

Hargita) , the natural dam (L. Roşu pe 

Bicaz), the anthropic dam (Vidraru, 

Vidra). 

 

Skittles and plateaus are lakes in the 

former salt pits (Slănic-Prahova, Ursu at 

Sovata), many ponds and dam lakes.In the 

plains there are ponds, river banks, lake 

lakes and salt lakes with therapeutic role 

(L.Sarat, L. Amara). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The seaside and delta lakes 

are of the maritime limestone 

category (Techirghiol, Mangalia), 

lagoons (Razem, Siutghiol) and 

ponds in the Delta. 
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2.6. Forests 

The forests are arranged on reliefs: 

plain, hill and plateau, mountain. Climate 

influence and altitude have led to the 

formation of three distinct floors: 

The oak floor, specific to the high 

plains, which can climb up to 600 m altitude, 

are also found in hill and plateau areas where 

the climate is warmer and warmer. The 

species of oak predominates (sky, hornbeam, 

oak, pedunculate oak), to which other 

deciduous species such as elm, lime, 

hornbeam, maple, maple, acacia are added. 

The floor of the beech, in the hill and 

plateau, can climb up to 1,000 - 1200m altitude. 

At the bottom of the floor, the beech forests mix 

with the oak trees, and at the top they mix with 

the coniferous ones. 

Coniferous forests in mountain areas at 

altitudes of up to 1800m. They are mostly 

spruce, fir and pine. Besides these are also rare 

species such as yew and larch. 

Many times, along the rivers that have a higher flow, there are forests, called forests, 

made of poplars, shrubs, alders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Let’s Discover Europe Together Finding  Harmony in Differences – EUROPE’S FRIENDS – 

2017-1-RO01-KA219-037409_1 

                   

Romania’s   Guidebook                                                                                                                                            
13 

 

 

2.7. The access to the sea 

 

 

Romania has an exit to the Black Sea on its western shore. The Romanian seaside area is 

245 km long, between Ukraine, north and Bulgaria, to the south. In the north, the coastline has 

low shores being occupied by the Danube Delta and further south by the Razim - Sinoe lagoon 

complex. In the southern part (south of the city of Constanta) there are high shores that form 

cliffs, interspersed with beaches and limans. Of the 244 km., 163 km. falls under the protection 

of the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (UNESCO). 
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2.8. Borders with other countries 

Romania is bordering 5 countries: Bulgaria, Serbia, Hungary, Ukraine and the Republic 

of Moldova. Approximately 60% of the country's borders are natural, being the Danube River 

and rivers: Prut, Tisa, Mureş and Nera. 

In the south, the border with Bulgaria is given mostly by the Danube, a small part being a 

land border. To the east, the border with the Republic of Moldova is entirely natural given by the 

Prut River and only 1 km away of the Danube. Also in the east we have a border with Ukraine, 

the delimitation is done by the Danube and the Danube Arm - Chilia. To the north we have a 

land border with Ukraine and a short distance is given by the Tisa River. On the north - west 

border with Hungary is almost totally terrestrial except for approx. 7 km from the Mures River. 

And on the southwest, the border with Serbia is given by the Danube, very little by the Nera 

River and the rest of the land border. 
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2.9. Top tourist attractions 

The Traditional Art Gallery in Sighisoara - 

Art & Crafts is a local art gallery with hundreds of 

percent handmade products. There are two 

important locations: Gallery 1 is located in the 

basement of "House of the Rock" in the main 

square of the city, and Gallery 2 is in one of the 

most important buildings in Sighisoara, Vlad 

Dracul's House.  

 

 Alba Iulia Fortress - No other city in 

Transylvania has gathered together so many crucial 

moments and symbols. With thousands of years of 

history, Alba Iulia is a charming mirror in which 

each of the ethnic groups in Transylvania can 

discover their vigor and traditions of the past. The 

heart of the city is Alba Carolina, the most 

representative bastion fortress in Romania and 

Southeastern Europe. 

 

Peles Castle - This castle, dating 

from the 19th century, was built by King 

Carol I and is considered one of the most 

beautiful castles in Europe. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

The Great Square in Sibiu - Piazza Mare 

is in the historical center of Sibiu, where are also 

important historical monuments, many of them 

part of UNESCO heritage. 
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Sucevita Monastery - The painted 

monastery dating back to the 16th century 

boasts thousands of pictures painted on a 

background of green shades. 

 

 

 

 

 
Stavropoleos Church in Bucharest - Built 

in 1724, this beautiful church is one of the 

oldest in Bucharest. 

  

 

 

 

 

Danube Delta - is the second largest and best preserved delta in Europe. It is formed on 

the three arms of the river: Chilia, Sulina and Sfantu Gheorghe. 

The Danube Delta hosts over 300 bird species and 45 species of freshwater fish in its 

many lakes and ponds.  
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Danube boilers - a sector in the 

Danube defile when passing through 

the Carpathian Mountains. They have a 

length of about 9 km. Here you can take 

a number of activities. You can go to 

the famous sculpture in the rock 

depicting Decebal's Head or you can 

sail on the Danube 

 

 

 

Voroneţ Monastery - This painted 

monastery, inhabited by nuns, is often 

called the Sistine chapel of the East. 

 

Tiriac Car Collection in Otopeni - A unique 

collection of cars from 1899 until 2014 and 

continuously updated. 

 

 

 

 

Braşov Council Square - A great 

place to visit, beautiful streets and shops, 

pleasant to wander, stay in cafes. You can 

buy pretzels and eat excellent cakes such 

as vanilla cake or chocolate profiterol at 

one of the patisseries on the street instead 

of shopping. 
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The Muddy Volcanoes - are located in Buzau County and are two unique plains with a 

serene appearance. These plateaus are crammed with mud craters that always erupt with mud. 

Everything happens locally in each volcano.  
They are surrounded by cracked earth very similar to the one affected by drought in the arid 

areas of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Babes and the Sphinx - on the Bucegi Mountains Plateau, consisting of 

conglomerates (sedimentary rocks), at 2000 m altitude, wind relief (shaped by wind) carved 

special shapes. 
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Ponor Fortresses - an ensemble of valleys, caves, gorges, dives, and bursts stretching 

over a considerable area. Floors and subterranean flows varying in season / weather make 

visiting difficult to access, requiring special equipment. 

   

 

The Corvin Castle in Hunedoara - is the medieval fortress of Hunedoara, one of the most 

important monuments of Gothic architecture in Romania. It is considered to be one of the most 

beautiful castles in the world and is located in the "Top 10 European fairytale destinations". The 

Hunedoara Castle is the largest medieval construction with dual functionality (civil and military) 

in Romania. 
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3. HISTORIC TIMES 

 
3.1. The most important rulers of the country  

 

82 – 44 B.C. – Burebista 

                        87-106 A. D. – Decebal 

 

 

1600 - the first union of the three major medieval countries that form Romania today: Wallachia, 

Transylvania and Moldova under the reign of Michael the Brave. 

1848 - The Romanian Revolution of 1848 was part of the European Revolution of the same 

year. The Romanian Revolution of 1848 took place in the conditions in which parts of the 

national territory were in the possession of neighboring empires (Transylvania, Bukovina), while 

Moldova and Muntenia were forced to accept the protectorate of the Tsarist Russia and the 

suzerainty of the Ottoman Empire. 

January 24, 1859 - the Union of the Principalities under the leadership of Alexandru Ioan 

Cuza was made. 

10 May 1866 - December 30, 1947 - Monarchy in Romania. 

May 9, 1877 - the acquisition of the state independence of Romania. 

December 1, 1918 - Greater Romania (Great Union) was created. 

August 23, 1944 - King Mihai I decided to dismiss and arrest Ion Antonescu, the prime minister 

of Romania, and ordered the immediate cessation of Romania's cooperation with the Powers of 

the Axis and the beginning of the truce talks with the Allies and military cooperation with the 

Soviet Union. 

December 30, 1947 - December 22, 1989 - the Communist totalitarian regime (the two 

Communist leaders: Gh. Gherghiu-Dej and Nicolae Ceausescu) lasted. 

1989 - The Romanian Revolution, which consisted of a series of protests, street battles and 

demonstrations held in Romania between December 16 and 25, 1989, which led to the fall of the 

dictator Nicolae Ceausescu and the end of the communist regime in Romania. 

1991 - the first democratic Constitution of Romania was drafted. 

2004 - Romania joined the North Atlantic Alliance (NATO). 

2007 - Romania joined the EU. 
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3.2. Who established the country. How was the country formed 

The modern Romanian state was created by the union of the principals of Moldova and 

Muntenia (or the Romanian Country) in , with the simultaneous election of Alexandru Ioan Cuza 

as ruler in both states. 

The country will increase its territory as a result of the Second Balkan War, when after 

the Peace of Bucharest (1913) the Cadrilater and the First World War were obtained, when 

Transylvania, Bucovina and Bessarabia were obtained, for the most part, by applying the "self-

determination of nations" policy (wilsonian principles, with local and plebiscite initiatives), but 

occasionally with the appearance of military campaigns (1918-1919). 

Bessarabia, Northern Bukovina and Herta Land were incorporated into the Soviet Union 

in 1940, recovered in 1941 and then incorporated into the Soviet Union in 1944, and today it is 

part of the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine. In 1940, the Cadrilater was returned to Bulgaria. 

After the Second World War, Romania will become a communist country under the 

influence of the Soviet Union - countered, after approx. 1965, of a native variant of communist 

regime, occasionally in foreign policy issues, in opposition to the USSR. The regime stayed 

away from any other attempt of internal reform, turning to authoritarian dogmatic approaches, 

with repressive manifestations, as it was confronted with Perestroika policies. In December 

1989, at the end of a series of bloody events, the Communist political building collapsed. 

The present name, Romania, dates from 1862. The Communist regime in Romania leads 

to the alteration of political, economic, social and moral life, of education, of science, of culture. 

The dictatorial regime is removed following the popular uprising in December 1989. The 

Council of the National Salvation Front, which took power in December 1989, proclaims 

renouncing communism, changing the name of the country (in Romania), pluripartitism, moving 

to the market economy, restoring fundamental human rights. 

 

3.3. The first  and the last ruler 

Dacians and the Roman world 

The foundations of the first Dacian 

state were put by Burebista "the first and 

greatest of the kings of Thrace" (as we 

learn from a Greek inscription), 82-44 BC. 

Due to the military force at his disposal, 

Burebista faced the galle, the Germans and 

even the Romans intervening in the civil 

war in Rome, supporting Pompey. 

After the death of Burebista, who will restore the unity of the state if Decebal-87-106 

d.H. It will come into conflict with the Roman Empire, culminating in the wars waged between 
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the years 101-102 AD. , 105-106 d.H., known as the "Daco-Roman wars" in which Decebalus 

was defeated by Emperor Trajan. 

These Dacian-Roman wars are represented on Traian's famous Column. 

After the Roman conquest, Dacia was transformed into a Roman province consular rank 

led by a Legatus Augusti Pro Praetore Daciarum Trium. 

Romanization, the complex and irreversible process by which the elements of Roman 

culture and civilization penetrate into all the compartments of the life of Dacia province will 

emerge. 

Latin, Roman, religion, education, army, and urbanization are essential factors in the 

Romanization of Dacia.This is the basis of the formation of the Romanian people and of the 

Romanian language. 

 

Formation of the Romanian Medieval States XIII-XIV centuries 

The process of formation of the Romanian medieval states took place almost 

simultaneously in the south and east of the Carpathians. 

If Transylvania will come into the sphere of influence of the Hungarian Kingdom, 

Wallachia and Moldova will gain independence from the Hungarian Crown. 

Crusade Policy of the Romanian Voievozs 

The Romanian countries were at the forefront of the struggles initiated by Christianity 

against the expansion of the Ottoman Empire. 

The Romanian voivozs such as: Mircea the Elder (1386-1417), Iancu de Hunedoara 

(1441-1456), Vlad the Impaler (1448,1456-1462,1474), Stephen the Great (1457-1504) and 

Mihai Viteazul fought for the preservation of independence state and autonomy, thus 

contributing to the defense of European civilization and Christian religion. 

Mihai Viteazul made the first union of the three Romanian Countries in 1600, trying to 

restore the anti-Ottoman front. 

On May 27, 1600, Mihai Viteazul issued a charter that testifies to the Union and is titled 

"voivode and ruler of all Wallachia and Transylvania and the country of Moldavia." 

In order to consolidate the Union, Mihai took a series of measures, such as: 

- adopted the same coat of arms for all territories 

- built an Orthodox church at Iulia album 

- granted some privileges to the priests and to the Romanian serfs 

- Metropolitan of Transylvania named John of Prislop (the martyr hermit) 
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Modern Romania 

The foundations of modern Romania were laid by Prince Alexandru Ioan Cuza (1859-

1866) and continued by the prince Carol de Hohenzollern Sigmarigen. Under his leadership, 

Romania gained independence from the 1877-1878 war. In 1881 Romania was proclaimed a 

kingdom. 

Kings of Romania: Carol I, Ferdinand I, Carol II and Mihai I 

Carol I was crowned on 15 March 1881 and reigned until 1914. His leadership was 

proclaimed the Independence of Romania. 

Ferdinand I reigned between 1914-1927; was the grandson of King Carol I. 

Beyond the Great Union, it must be remembered that King Ferdinand carried out the 

agrarian reform in 1921, and divided land among the peasants. 

Ferdinand also promulgated the Constitution of 1923, fundamental in the democratization 

of Romania. 

Carol II was born in Sinaia and reigned between 1930-1940. Though very intelligent was 

a controversial character. 

King Michael I was born on October 25, 1921, in Sinaia. He was the son of King Carol 

II and Queen Mother Elena. He died on December 5, 2017, at a private residence in Switzerland. 

 

Romania's participation in the First World War and the achievement of the Great Union 

 

Romania's entry into the war, together with the Entente, in 1916, will bring recognition, 

at the Paris Peace Congress, 1919-1920, of Romania's rights to the territories inhabited by 

Romanians, who will unite with the Old Kingdom in 1918 - Bessarabia , Bucovina, 

Transylvania. 

Alexandru Vaida Voievod reads in the Hungarian Parliament the declaration of 

independence of the Romanians in Transylvania. The Central Romanian National Council is 

formed from PNL and PSD members based in Arad. This political body convened the Great 

Assembly in Alba Iulia in which the union of Transylvania, Banat, Crisana and Maramures with 

Romania was decided. On December 1, 1918 was read "THE RESOLUTION OF UNIRII" by 

Vasile Goldiş. 
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Romania postwar 

After World War II, Romania entered the sphere of Soviet influence. 

On December 30, 1947, King Mihai Iera was forced to abdicate, and Romania became 

the Republic. 

The Communist regime was established in Romania. 

The most famous stage of the Communist period is the national-communist regime under 

the leadership of Nicolae Ceausescu (1965-1989). Significant buildings of the Soviet and 

Ceauşist times - The Scânteii House - 1956 and the House of the People - 1984-1997. 

 

Today's Romania 

The 1989 Romanian Revolution made it possible to return to democracy. 

In 2004, Romania became a NATO member. 

On January 1, 2007, Romania joins the European Union. 

 

3.4. Main wars 

World War I proved decisive in the 

development of modern Romania. In 

1916 the country entered the war on the 

Allied side in return for French and 

British promises of territory (in particular 

Transylvania) and a steady supply of war 

material through Russia. But the war went 

badly, and by the end of the year the 

Romanian army and government had been 

driven back into Moldavia.  

 

The Russian Revolution cut Romania off from all Allied assistance and forced it to conclude 

a separate peace with the Central Powers in May 1918. Upon the Central Powers‟ collapse later 

that year, Romania reentered the war in time to gain a victor‟s place at the Paris Peace 

Conference. But victory had come at the cost of enormous human and material destruction. 

 

https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I
https://www.britannica.com/place/Russia
https://www.britannica.com/place/Moldova
https://www.britannica.com/event/Russian-Revolution-of-1917
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Central-Powers
https://www.britannica.com/event/Paris-Peace-Conference
https://www.britannica.com/event/Paris-Peace-Conference
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World War II 

 

In September 1940 General Ion Antonescu forced 

Carol II to abdicate, and Antonescu and the Iron 

Guard established an authoritarian National Legionary 

State. Never a member of the Guard, Antonescu 

nonetheless intended to use its popularity to rally 

support for the new regime. Yet, despite their 

shared contempt for democratic institutions, these new 

partners were incompatible.  

 

 

Antonescu stood for order, while the Guard shunned economic and social planning. Mutual 

hostility culminated in open war in January 1941. Antonescu, supported by the army, was 

victorious and destroyed the Guard as a significant political force. For the next three and a half 

years he ruled the country as a military dictator. 

 

The main concern of both Antonescu and the democratic opposition, led by Iuliu Maniu, 

was to avoid being overrun by the Red Army. But complex negotiations between Maniu and the 

Western Allies in 1944, which were intended to allow Romania to surrender to the West, obliged 

the Romanians instead to deal directly with the Soviet Union. 

 

 As Antonescu clung desperately to the German 

alliance,  Maniu and King Michael, who had succeeded his 

father, Carol II, took the initiative in overthrowing the 

dictatorship on August 23 and in establishing a new 

government committed to the Allied war effort against 

Germany. The occupation of Bucharest by the Red Army a 

week later marked the beginning of a new era in Romanian 

history. 

 

 

 

King Michael 
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4. CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS 

 
4.1. Traditional dances 

 

It is difficult to talk about all Romanian traditional dances, because we should cover about 100 

different dances. The Romanian dances are so nuanced that their repertoire differs from village 

to village. 

 

 

Hora is the oldest and most popular romanian folk 

dance. It is played by women and men, in a big circle the 

dancers are holding their hands. Steps are simple, back 

and forth, sometimes combined with lateral movement. 
 

Sârba is a mixed dance (women and men) very popular 

in our country. It has a rapid and binary rhythm 

movement. Dance is usually performed in semicircle, 

with lateral steps, sometimes with virtuosity figures, 

dancers holding their hands on neighbors shoulders. 

 

 

Best practices in the 1st Camp, in Przemysl, Poland, 11-22 May 2018 

Traditional Handicrafts and the Art of Photography 
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Ciuleandra is a dance accompanied by shouts spread 

especially in Muntenia. The game starts slowly, in a 

large circle, from which turn out small circles that are 

spinning faster and faster. 

 

Alunel, the old Oltenian game, with many variations, is 

mostly danced by men. Some types are play in line, with 

crossed arms, others in the semicircle, with arms folded 

and chained. It is a lively dance, in allegro tempo and 

binary measure. 
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Braşoveanca 

 is a very popular dance at weddings, originating from 

the city of Braşov, in Transylvania. Braşoveanca is 

started by taking some steps at an slow pace, and then 

the step is quickened as the song progresses. The 

partners are close to one another and the execution 

involves stepping twice and then switching between 

partners. 

 

 

 

 

Best practices in the 1st Camp, in Przemysl, Poland, 11-22 May 2018 

Traditional Handicrafts and the Art of Photography 
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Căluşarii is one of the most beautiful traditional romanian dances known throughout the world. 

In 2005 he was introduced by UNESCO into the world's immortal heritage. It symbolizes healing 

and protection and is specific to Pentecostal holidays (Whitsuntide). 
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4.2. Traditional food 

 
„Pomana porcului” (Pork Fest) 

 

It is the thanksgiving meal given to those who helped to 

sacrifice the pig on the day of Ignat (20th of December – 

sacrifice of the pig for the Christmas table), being a habit of 

ancestors. Pork fest is obtained by frying pieces of meat 

(flesh, liver, bacon, bluff, all parts of the slaughtered animal) 

into fat. 

 

 

 

„Mămăligă cu brânză și smântână” (Polenta with cheese 

and sour cream) 

 

Mamaliga is the name in Romanian of a dish prepared from 

corn flour (lettuce). Traditionally, the polenta is cooked from 

boiled water, salt, and corn flour in a cast iron pot with a 

special shape called the „ceaun”. And if we add cheese and 

sour cream, we get a very tasty meal. 

 

 

 

„Brânză de Burduf” (Burduf cheese) 

 

Burduf chesse is one of the Romanian culinary 

specialties, also known as kneaded cheese, 

traditionally prepared at the mountain fountain. 

 

 

 

 

„Ciorba de fasole cu ciolan” (Bean beef soup) 

Bean soup is an integral part of Romanian 

cuisine. There are notable differences from area to 

area, more full of vegetables in the south, more 

flavored with dill through Moldova, or with lemon 

or tarragon in others, thicker with a spoonful of 

vinegar or borscht, but essentially bean soup 

remains a national good. 
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„Ciorba de burtă” (Stomach soup) 

Stomach soup is a traditional Romanian dish. There are many 

variants of recipes but the most widespread in Romania are 

those based on cream and those that are served with garlic 

and vinegar. It is actually a beef soup based on vegetables: 

carrots, beef-clover, celery plus the main ingredient: beef 

stomach cut into strips. 

 

„Cozonac de casă” (Romanian sweet bread) 

A good sweet bread depends on the quality of the 

flour, the fresh yeast, the time of the kneading, 

the goodness of the oven (not to burn, to bake 

well on all sides) and many other secrets of each 

housewife. The romanian sweet bread is made 

both Christmas and Easter. 

 

 

 

„Drob de miel”  (Romanian lamb haggis) 

Lamb Drob is a traditional romanian dish, being 

one of the lamb specific dishes for Easter 

celebrations. 

 

 

 

 

“Țuica” (Plum brandy) 

Even if it is not part of the traditional Romanian dishes, this 

beverage should be mentioned. Țuica is a traditional 

romanian alcoholic drink obtained by the fermentation and 

distillation of plums. 
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4.3. The most important celebrations 

 

Winter celebrations   

Calendar customs and family customs are a perennial component of our traditional 

culture. The most widespread and festive celebrations are those related to the great Feast of 

Christmas and the New Year.     

 

From Sân Nicoară to Saint Nicholas (6th of December)    

 

 

People know less about the 

real identity and biography of Saint 

Nicholas, though they worship him.  

Sân Nicoară, as he was named in 

traditional world, is more of a 

mythological character, surrounded 

by amazing legends, with faint echos 

from the church faith.  

 

 

He would be the second saint 

made by God and is sitting at His 

left, while St.Michael, the first, has 

the honour to sit at His right. Sân 

Nicoară (helped by Sân Toader) is 

guardian of the Sun. Now he is old, 

but in his youth he is said to have 

been a ferryman, a fisherman or a 

sailor (as protector of sailors, St. 

Nicholas is well-known both in the 

west and the east).  He is said to have 

stopped the waters of the Flood in 

Noah‟s time, too.    

 

 

It seems that the figure of old St. Nicholas bringing presents to children (sweets for the 

good ones, a whip for the naughty) is an urban innovation which anticipates the greater 

generosity of Santa Claus.   
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The „Ignat” (20th of December) 

 

 
 

The name of the celebration comes from the day of Holy Martyr Ignatie Teoforul in the 

church calendar. To peasants, Ignat was simply a poor man who sacrificed his fattened pig in 

order to have plenty of meat for the great feast of Christmas. 

 On Ignat Day, village people sacrifice pigs, cut and prepare their meat following 

traditional rituals, then have a feast with family and helpers and handout hunks of meat and pork 

products to other people, according to the custom „pomana porcului”.  The pork meat will be 

used for Christmas cooking.     

 It is said that he who does not have a fat pig for Christmas, has never known happiness!   

Christmas is the time of the year when Romanians, after a long fasting,  gorge themselves on the 

tasty, rich traditional foods, which somehow spoils the spiritual joy of  this Christian celebration.   

 

 

Christmas Eve –„Moş Ajun” (24th of December) 

 

Christmas Eve appears as ”Mos Ajun”, the personification of a younger brother of Santa 

Claus, a gentle-faced old man who was said to be a shepherd. He seems to be more autochtonous 

than today‟s Santa Claus, from western import. Romanians start carousing the evening before, 

when the souls of the dead are believed to be coming to participate together with those alive.    

To this purpose, the table is laid for them, too, with knot-shaped bread, sweet bread, flat 

cake and „cozonac” (sponge cake).   
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 Children go carolling for treats ("Ne daţi ori nu ne daţi...?") and are given walnuts and 

pretzels. It is a good thing to give out gifts of food, as a sign of prosperity, as well as alms for the 

dead in this season of charity. The lack of reciprocity is seen as a bad thing and the tight-fisted 

people are believed to be punished by Moş Ajun (those who do not receive the carollers are 

punished the hardest). The gifts of money do not agree with the traditional customs; they belong 

to the slums of the towns.      

 

Santa Claus – „Moş Crăciun” (25th of December)   

 

White-haired Santa Claus, dressed in red attire, with his sack filled with toys and other 

gifts, travelling in a sleigh drawn by reindeer, stags or bunnies is, by no means, a character in the 

spirit of the old Romanian traditions; he represents, like the Christmas tree, a late borrowing 

from the western world, not attested with us until the 19th century. 

The communists renamed him „Moş Gerilă” (Father Frost), cleverly using a fantastic 

character in folk tales, in order to blur the religious implications as much as possible.    

Christian traditions say that Mos Craciun (Santa Claus) could have been the benevolent 

owner or guard  of the manger where Virgin Mary gave birth to Jesus. Another version of the 

legend says that, on the contrary, he was a rich, but mean man who refused to give help to Mary, 

if it had not been for his wife, Crăciuneasa. Moreover, he takes revenge on his wife, but later 

repents and is forgiven by God. For her kind heart, Crăciuneasa was made patron of the 

midwives.   

It was also said that Mos Craciun might be the continuation of a local pagan god. It is 

known that the celebration of Jesus‟ birth overlapped with the ancient celebration of the birth of 

god Mithra (Natalis Solis Invicti). In the old times, Christians used to celebrate the New Year at 

this same date, which explains why the present-day New Year (January, 1st) is called „the little 

Christmas” in some areas.      

 

Carolling 

 

 

Carolling is an ancient, pre-Christian 

custom which, in time, has merged with the 

spirit of Christianity.  Carols are said to attract 

good luck or blessings upon people and homes, 

for the whole year. In old times, carols aere 

„specialized”: priest‟s carols, shepherd‟s carols, 

etc.   

            An important category is related to 

Christmas, recalling the Worship of the Magi 

(Viflaim  or Vicleim – vernacular for 

Bethlehem) or the panic and cunning of Herod 
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(Irozii) and the Massacre of the Infants (commemorated by the Church on the 29th of 

December). Scenarios are simple and naive, but appealing. At about the same time, young men 

are performing the „Capra” (Goat) or the „Ursul” (Bear) carolling, in noisy crowds, wearing 

motley costumation, while children are touring the village, singing the „Steaua” (Star).   

The „Star” songs which we are familiar with nowadays (especially "Steaua sus răsare...") 

are of religious source. „Pluguşorul” (the Plough) and the „Sorcova” are related to the New Year, 

with no connection to the religious cycle of Christmas  

 

 

New Year customs 

 

There is no region of our country 

so rich in folk events on New Year as 

Bucovina (the north of Moldavia).    

Bucovina‟s distinctive feature as 

compared to other Romanian regions is 

marked by the customs of „uraturi” (well 

wishing greetings) and the mask plays, 

which have preserved their charm along 

the years.    

 

The people of Bucovina, like the 

other Romanians, have always wished for rich harvests.    This wish is best illustrated in the 

well-known „Pluguşor” (the Plough), an agrarian tradition which employs specific stuff 

(plough, whip, bells, drums), scenario elements (like the symbolic marking of a land furrow), as 

well as the literary text which nothing else but a mythical hyperbole for ideal farming.  The 

„Pluguşor” is started by the children who tour the houses in the afternoon of December, 31st, 

singing auspicious greetings and getting presents, some with symbolic character, pretzels, fruit or 

money.   Among the mask shows of Bucovina, a special place is occupied by the dance and plays 

of the Capra (Goat), Ursul (Bear), Calutii (Horses) and Cerbul (Stag).   

 

 

The Goat play integrates in a 

harmonious way into the large group of 

traditions related to celebrations. In ancient 

societies this animal signified zoological 

fecundity and earth‟s fertility.    
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The Bear play, which is played in most Romanian villages even today, is based on the 

worship of the bear, considered a sacred animal by the Geto-Dacians. In the past years, due to its 

popularity with the village people, besides the bands of constituted players, there have appeared 

smaller groups of „bear” players (3-6 characters), who enjoy great admiration and contribute to 

the amplification of the custom.     

The horse is another plastic embodiment of some mythical symbols from the tradition in 

Bucovina. The Horse play is a reminiscence of the worship of horses practised at the winter 

solstice, spring equinox and the summer solstice.   

As a New Year play, the Horses (Căluţii) is widely spread in the villages of Bucovina, 

with the better-known „horse” dancers Dolheţi, Zvoriştea, Zamostea, Hartop and Fântanele, 

which impress people with their glitter and elegance.   

Another category of masks comprise antropomorphic characters of „Ugly people”, which 

highlight what is most unpleasant and ugly in human nature. Underneath these masks, one can 

freely express everthing that cannot usually be expressed. This category also includes the masks 

that represent the worship of ancestors (masks of old men and women), social masks, ethnical 

masks, professional masks (doctor, wizard, feldsher, merchant).    

Alongside the mask plays of Bucovina come the folk drama bands, bearing the names of 

local ‚heroes‟ (Darie, Dobos, Furtuna, Coroi) or characters known in other areas (Gruia, Novac, 

Jianu, Bujor, Terente). In a simple show, with a text appropriate to the moment presented and 

vintage clothing, the ‚actors‟ perform roles from Bucovina‟s historical past. New Year folk 

drama is a recent appearance, a replica of the puppets‟ shows that formerly toured the villages of 

Bucovina. 
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Epiphany, the end of the Christmas holiday cycle   

 

The last day of the winter celebrations, Epiphany, comprises elements specific to all the 

days of renewal, including feasts and bacchanalia. The noisy revelry of married women during 

the day and night of Sântion (St. John, January, 7
th

, the day after Epiphany), which preserves 

manifestations of the cult of Dionysus, is called “Women‟s Day”, “Iordanitul” or “Tontoroiul” in 

the south-east counties of Romanaia (Buzau, Vrancea, Braila, Tulcea si Constanta).   

           The wives used to gather, 10 to 30 persons, at a hostess‟ house, bringing food: eggs, meat, 

flour and, of course, drinks. After eating and drinking lavishly, they would sing, dance, cheer 

noisily and play tricks at the expense of the village men. The traditional village norms of 

decency and propriety were abolished during the event, while the excessive food, drink and 

partying were tolerated. Women considered themselves stronger and entitled to more rights than 

men; they would leave their duties to their mother-in-laws and even husbands and abandon 

themselves to merrymaking, without accountability to anyone.     

However, the specific practice of the day of January, 6
th

 is related to the chase of evil 

spirits to their underground burrows, purification of the air with loud noises, spraying of the 

cattle, horses and household annexes with holy water.    

 

The days of “Baba Dochia” (March, 1
st
 to 9

th
) 

                   The spring legends about “Baba 

Dochia” (Old Woman Dochia) belong to the 

fundamental myths of the Romanians. Old 

Dochia starts climbing the mountains with her 

sheep, to the pasture lands, believing that spring 

has already come. As the weather is getting 

hotter, day by day, she discards her nine 

sheepskin coats, one by one. But, on the ninth 

day, the weather turns unexpectedly cold and 

windy and it starts to snow. Baba Dochia and 

her sheep freeze and turn into rock.  

                   Baba Dochia‟s death on the 9
th

 of 

March was considered the border between the 

cold and the warm seasons. The truth is that 

March weather is very changeful and the 

transition from onr season to the other is not 

made in one day, but in a longer period of time. 

In Romanian folklore, the chilly days with snow, sleet and wind following March 9
th

 were 

nicknamed “the borrowed days”.                       

                 “The borrowed days” are dedicated to forest birds, especially the migratory ones 

(Stork Day, Blackbird Day, Thrush Day, Cuckoo Day), to the lambs which are born at this time 

of year (Lambs‟ Day) and are often related to snow: Lambs‟ Snow, Storks‟ Snow, Swallows‟ 

Snow, etc.     
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           Unlike Mos Craciun, Baba Dochia is a lunar, equinoctial and maternal mythical 

representation. The names “mos” (old man) and “baba” (old woman) point to the fact that the 

two characters have reached old age, the threshold of death and of annual renewal. By means of 

the rites and ceremonies, they will become what they were 365 days before: children, youngsters, 

adults and, again, “mos” and “baba”.       

           The seasonal changes of nature (leafing and defoliation of the trees, germination and 

blooming of plants, ripening of seeds, etc) were likened to man‟s ages and attributed to pagan 

gods who were spending their lives at the speed of lightning, in exchange for the great advantage 

of annual rebirth. Plants and animals (nature as a whole), had paternal guardians (Santoader, 

Lazarel, Sangiorz, Santilie, Samedru, Nicoara, Ajun, Craciun) and maternal guardians 

(Dragaicele or Sanzienele, Maica Precista, Paraschiva, Dochia).  

          The two mythical representations in Romanian folklore, one dominated by the mother 

goddess, Dochia and the other by the father god, Craciun, opened the lunar year (Dochia) and, 

respectively, the solar year (Craciun). Cele doua perechi de reprezentari mitice romanesti, una 

dominata de Zeita mama, Dochia, si alta de zeul Tata, Craciun deschideau anul solar (Craciunul) 

si anul lunar (Dochia).   

          There are plausible arguments that Dochia and other mythical feminine representations in 

the folk Calendar are of lunar origin. In fact, the ritual scenario of time renewal at the spring 

equinox lasted for 9 days, a figure of lunar origin.    

 

 

Easter celebrations   

The egg, together with clay and dough, an archetype of genesis   

 

The painting of Easter eggs is a very old custom in 

Romanaian folklore.  They are proof of the Easter 

traditions, beliefs and habits that represent an element 

of specifically Romanian spiritual culture.   

As the red egg is the bearer of deep significance 

about Christ‟s Ressurection and the renewal of 

nature, Christian artisans are showing their talent of 

decorating it with ancient motifs of a rare beauty, 

drawn with melted wax.   

The egg, seen as a primordial symbol, the seed of 

life, is traditionally drawn and painted on the 

Thursday and Saturday of the Holy Week, almost 

exclusively by women.   The ornated Easter egg 

inspires us joy, amazement, humility, reconciliation, because in its decoration the painters 

operate with symbols (the Sun, the Moon, the Cross, etc), with models from nature (plants, 

animals, household objects) and patterns from folkstyle fabrics, with their repertory of sacred 

signs.      

The motifs in egg decoration are numerous, each motif having several versions, 

according to locality. However, there is no place like Bucovina when it comes to egg painting 

craftsmanship. The folk motifs used here are: the wheat ear, the Sun, the leaf, the cross.   

In Muntenia and Oltenia, the ornamental motifs are naturalistic, but with fewer colours.   
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In the county of Olt, the center at Obaga is famous, where this folk handicraft has reached 

high artistry.    

In Transilvania and Banat the master painters excel in the great variety of models and 

colours, and Tara Barsei is renowned by the drawing and the ornamental and chromatic 

composition of great fineness.   

The eggs are decorated by various 

methods (with coloured wax, with dyes, beads, 

etc).   

Decoration of the eggs with coloured wax 

is done with a special tool called “chisita” (a kind 

of pen), a piece of wood with a small copper tube 

at its end, through which the melted wax is 

running.    

Decoration of the eggs with dyes is also 

done with wax, by the “batic” (kerchief) method.    

The white egg, emptied of its contents, is 

decorated with melted wax on the areas which 

will remain white. Then the egg is sunk in yellow dye, is taken out, left to dry and the melted 

wax will cover the areas which are to remain yellow. Then the egg is sunk in red dye.  The 

procedure is repeated as many times as the number of colours, starting from the lighter colours 

towards the more intense ones. Finally the egg is covered with a coat of nitro-lacquer, which will 

give it a shine and protect the decorations.    

Ornamentation of decorative eggs is extremely varied, comprising geometrical, vegetal, 

anthropomorphic and religious symbols.   

             Here are several symbols and meanings used: 

- the vertical straight line = life; 

- the horizontal straight line = death; 

- the double straight line = eternity; 

- the line with rectangles = thinking and knowledge; 

- the wavy line = water, purification; 

- the spiral = time, eternity; 

- the double spiral = the link between life and death 
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4.4. Traditional clothes 

The Romanian folk port is rooted in the port of 

our ancient ancestors, Getae and Dacians and it 

resembles with the one of the peoples of the 

Balkan Peninsula, of course with the differences 

that consist of decorative and colorful details.  

 

The costume pieces are woven from wool, 

having simple or more complicated 

ornamentation depending on the country. 

Characteristic of the women's costume in all 

regions is the use, as a background, of the 

white color of flax, hemp and wool fabrics. 

 

 

The men's costume is simpler, consisting of a long shirt in the south and east of the country and 

shorter in the north and west, and the pants in the south and east are long and narrow and in the 

north and west of the country are shorter and wider.  

 

The main element in the ornamentation of the 

Romanian costume is the decoration method, 

both as placement and composition of the 

motives, which are placed in certain spaces.  

 

 

 

Specific to the Romanian costume is the 

chromatic element, characterized by sobriety and 

balance in the use of colors, in their harmonious combination, resulting in 

the achievement of coloristic effects of good taste and artistic refinement. 

Base colors are: black, red, dark brown, blue, green and purple. 
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4.5. Titles of the national legends 

The legend of the Mărțisor 

Mărțișor is an old tradition celebrated all over Romania, 

on March 1st.Literally, the name Martisor is a diminutive of March.  

According to archaeological research, the Mărțișor traces its 

history more than 8,000 years ago. Some ethnologists believe that the 

Mărțișor celebration has Roman origins, others support the theory that it 

is an old Dacian tradition. 

There are a few legends that explain this beautiful tradition. One of the old Romanian 

legend says that there was a time when the Sun used to take the shape of a young man and 

descend on Earth to dance among folk people. Now a dragon found out about this and followed 

the Sun on Earth, captured him and confined him in a dungeon in his castle. Suddenly the birds 

stopped singing and the children could not laugh anymore but no one dared to confront the 

dragon. One day a brave young man set out to find the dungeon and free the Sun. Many people 

joined in and gave him strength and courage to challenge the mighty dragon. The journey lasted 

three seasons: summer, autumn and winter. At the end of the third season the brave young man 

could finally reach the castle of the dragon where the Sun was imprisoned. 

 The fight lasted several days until the dragon was defeated. Weakened by his wounds the 

brave young man however managed to set the Sun free to the joy of those who believed in him. 

Nature was alive again, people got back their smile but the brave young man could not make it 

through spring. His warm blood was draining from his wounds in the snow. When the last drop 

of the brave young man's blood fell on the pure white snow he died with pride that his life served 

a noble purpose. Since then people braid two tassels: one white and one red. The red color 

symbolizes love for all that is beautiful and also the blood of the brave young man, while white 

represents purity, good health and the snowdrop, the first flower of spring. 

In the old times, Mărțișor were made of small river pebbles, colored in white and red, 

stringed on a thread and worn around the neck. They were worn, to bring good luck and good 

weather, from March 1 until the first trees would bloom. When the first trees were flowering the 

Mărțișor were hanged on tree branches. 

 

Nowadays, on March 1, Romanians buy silky red-

white threads (șnur)tied into a bow to which a small trinket 

is attached and offer them to their (female) family members, 

friends and colleagues to show friendship, respect or 

admiration. 
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Legend of Manole Manor 

 

In the town of Curtea de 

Arges is one of the most famous 

monasteries in Romania, the 

Episcopal Church. 

The church is known for the 

legend master Manole. The Prince 

wanted to build the most beautiful 

monastery in the country, so he 

hired the best mason of those times, 

the Master Manole with his team of 

nine men. But what they were 

building during the day, would 

break down during the night, so the construction never advanced. Seeing what was happening, 

the prince threatened Manole and his assistants with death.  

One night, the Master Manole had a dream in which he was told that, in order to build the 

most beautiful monastery, he had to wall in someone he loved dearly, or beloved of his masons. 

He told the dream to his masons and they agreed that the first wife who came there on the 

following morning should be chosen. The first person who came there the following day was the 

Master Manole‟s pregnant wife Ana. 

Desperate, but knowing he had promised the masons that he would respect the rule, 

Manole told his wife that he wanted to play a little game with her, building walls around her 

body. She easily accepted, but very soon she understood that it wasn‟t a simple and harmless 

game. So, she asked Manole to let her go, but he didn‟t and instead he kept his promise to his 

masons.  

This way, they built the monastery, but Manole and his masons, didn‟t stop there and 

they told the prince that they could always build an even greater building. Hearing this, the 

prince had them stranded on the roof so that they could not build anything to match it.  

They fashioned wooden wings and tried to fly off the roof, but, one by one, they all fell to 

the ground. A spring of clear water, named after Master Manole, is said to mark the spot where 

Manole fell. This is the legend. Those who visit the monastery will be shown where Manole's 

wife was built and the fountain that sprang from the place where the architect found the end. 
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Dracula - between the legend and the truth 

Dracula - as perceived today - is the result of the interference 

of real historical facts related to Vlad the Impaler - Dracula, the 

records of chroniclers of the time, with the intention of putting the 

great voivode in an unfavorable light, amplified in the following 

centuries by the association with the character of the fiction novel 

"Dracula", appeared in England in 1897, with the author Irish writer 

Bram Stoker. 

The Prince of Wallachia, Vlad Ţepeş (1456-1462; 1476), the 

son of Vlad Dracul, resorts to an authoritarian rule, imposes his 

honors and diligence as virtues; dishonesty, laziness and cunning were harshly punished by 

pulling in. As a result of his drastic measures, Vlad Ţepeş managed to establish order in the 

country. 

He was associated with vampire Dracula, the main character of the Irish writer Bram 

Stoker's famous fiction novel "Dracula", who appeared in London in 1897 and considered to be 

to Oscar Wilde "perhaps the most beautiful novel of all time". 

There are many legends: One says that the transformation of Vlad the Impaler into Count 

Dracula thirsting with blood is due to the fact that, according to the custom at that time, the 

winner of a fight has quenched his thirst for the blood of the defeated. 

Is this the truth about Dracula? 

 

4.6. Traditional houses 

„Bordeiul” is the oldest form of house, which 

dates from prehistoric times and is known in 

most European countries. The house,is built on 

the surface of the soil, has different peculiarities 

from one area to another, sometimes reminding 

of antiquity, sometimes the peoples with whom 

the romanians have come into contact throughout 

history. 

 

In Transylvania, most houses have a porch, 

are covered with shingles, have wooden beams, an 

internal floor of beaten earth and are raised on a 

stone slate. Each pillar, beam, railing is carved 

with traditional Romanian motifs. 
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The architecture of Banat houses, in the 19th century, has 

the influence of Western homes. The alignment of the 

houses with the narrow façade to the street was done 

according to the systematization imposed by the 

Habsburg rule. The arched shape of the fronton and the 

floral motifs testify to the influence of the Baroque 

architectural motif, brought by the Habsburg Empire. 

 

In Muntenia, most of the houses have a porch and 

many of them have a gazebo on the main façade. The 

interior is decorated with towels and handkerchiefs 

embroidered with geometric, vegetal or 

anthropomorphic motifs. The colors most used for 

decorative motifs are red and black. 

 

 

 In Oltenia, though from the outside, the 

mounds of earth covered with vegetation, in the interior 

are real homes arranged like the above-ground 

constructions. The reasons for the construction of such 

houses are considered to be of a climatic nature (strong 

winds in the Romanian Plain and high temperature 

differences). The hovel have the property of being cool 

in the summer and warm in the winter 

 

In Dobrogea, the houses have chirpici walls 

(unbleached bricks and straw bricks), are covered 

with reeds, raised on a stone slate and painted in 

white to reject the glowing sun in the south of the 

country. This part of the country, in interaction with 

the Turks and Russians took some decorative 

elements in the traditional household like coloring. 
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In Moldova, the authentic 

constructions in this area are made mostly of 

resinous trunks, later with a layer of humor 

that has both an aesthetic role and a role of 

insulation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Decorative interior elements - all 

households are furnished, equipped and 

decorated with authentic objects specific 

to the areas they come from. The elements 

used by the Romanian peasant to 

aesthetize their home are: ceramic plates, 

wall-mounted towels, glass icons, dowry 

boxes, woolen fabrics or cotton all made 

in the farmhouse. 
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4.7. Traditional handicraft 

Romania is a country with many traditions and customs, that have been preserved over 

the years. We have craftsmen in woodworking (handicraft furniture, icons and ornaments, 

monumental trousers, masks, etc.), in the dressing of eggs, in the production of textiles, 

ornaments and dolls, in the creation of braids (ropes, straw, rush etc) the Romanian folk ports, 

the processing of leather and the making of icons.  

 

 

 POTTERY 

 

 

This archaic technique, related to the first attempts of pottery in the various parts of the 

world, was also practised in our country. Very interesting pottery exhibits in our museums attest 

to an impressive continuity of historical life of a stable population which has passed on the kind 

of technical traditions which would otherwise not have survived. The outstanding beauty of the 

Romanian folk pottery is based on this very ancient tradition.    

Remarkable artistic manifestations are 

recorded in Neolithic pottery. A succession of 

neolithic cultures, each with its own profile, well 

established within the greater areas of the European 

and mediterranean cultures, have yielded exceptional 

works of pottery. We may mention the painted 

ceramics of Cucuteni, doubtlessly one of the most 

brilliant pottery works of prehistory everywhere.  

Cucuteni pottery is known especially for its 

large shapes and splendid decorations among which 

the spiral and the bend are defining elements. These 

elements are to be found, in various forms, in the 

traditional Romanian pottery, too. Beside the burned 

clay pots, worth mentioning are the admirable small-

size ceramic pieces, with the figurines which 

distinguish themselves through their styling and the 

elements of costumation and tatooing.    

We can find the millennial traditions in the present-day Romanian pottery together with 

the adaptations and transformations imposed by the needs and tastes of each epoch, also 

conditioned by the relationships between rural and urban centres.      

.   
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Motifs and symbols    

Decorative motifs are mainly geometrical, but also fitomorphic, avimorphic and 

zoomorphic.   

 The oldest decorative motif is the triangle, found also in pre-historic ceramic, under the 

forms of: a wolf‟s tooth (a series of same-size triangles) or saw (triangles arranged alternately up 

and down).  

 

 The spiral appears especially on the Cucuteni and Boian 

pottery, made from white loam.  

The spiral is a very old motif, which is absent in the 

western ceramics of the same period and even the later, 

mediterranean pottery. 

   

 The wavy line appears with large corrugations, each 

comprising another decorative pattern, or with close 

corrugations, which do not allow inclusion of other 

motifs.    

   

Among the fitomorphic motifs, the most commonly met is the fir-tree branch, an old motif, used 

in prehistoric pottery, then with black ceramics and chromatic ceramics. It symbolizes the 

perenniality associated to the tree, the tree of life. The vine is often painted, too (a Christian 

symbol), as well as stylized ears of wheat, clover leaves, bunches of grapes, buds, leaves and 

flowers.    

 

  Avimorphic and zoomorphic 

motifs appear more rarely, as they belong 

to the Byzantine tradition. We find 

pigeons, birds and fish (Christian 

symbols). The rooster motif is specific to 

the Horezu pottery.    

 

  Symbolic motifs, related to 

ancient, pre-Christian beliefs are very 

interesting; they are associated to the 

worship of the Sun, which replaced the 

cult of fecundity in the Bronze Age.    

The Sun is stylized into rosettes, whirls, 

simple or concentric circles, spirals or its own anthropomorphic image. There are also cobwebs 

and butterfly motifs.    
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Customs associated to pottery.    

 

 The great amount of the pottery 

produced is explained by the custom of 

breaking pots at weddings or burials.   

Many pots were broken also before 

the beginning of Lent, for fear the bowls 

with forbidden foods might be mingled 

with the Lent foods. The crockery were 

gathered in the backyard, broken with a bat 

and replaced with new ones. Even the 

prepeleac (a wooden pole, in the shape of a 

tree, to hang pots on for draining) was 

destroyed, so as not to „desecrate” the 

existence of the new pieces of pottery.     

Traditional Romanian ceramics from all over the country:    

 

 

            

 

Ceramic figurines                       Miniatures from Maramureş             

Ceramics from Horezu  area   

Black ceramics from Marginea                Cucuteni earthenware                  Korond earthenware 

 

   Decorative and painted earthenware 

                              Ceramic constructions 

 

http://www.folkromania.com/shop.php?ownerid=1
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                  Best practices in the 1st Camp, in Przemysl, Poland, 11-22 May 2018 

Traditional Handicrafts and the Art of Photography 
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Let’s Discover Europe Together Finding  Harmony in Differences – EUROPE’S FRIENDS – 

2017-1-RO01-KA219-037409_1 

                   

Romania’s   Guidebook                                                                                                                                            
52 

 

  ICONS  

 

Peasant-made icons from Romania occupy a well-defined place within European art, due 

to their important magic-religious significance and decorative value.  Icons were placed in 

churches according to the classical organization of the monument. They were also placed in 

chapels, outside villages, in trees or beside fountains. The most important icons in a peasant‟s 

life were those in his own home. They were usually put on the wall facing the east or the corner 

made by the east and south walls.  

 

Icons painted on glass 

 

Glass painting was a widely spread folk 

craftsmanship in Transylvania and North 

Moldavia from the second half of the 17th C. 

In Transylvania, Orthodox icons, of Byzantine 

tradition, painted on glass, replaced the wooden 

ones, which came from Muntenia, Moldavia 

and Mount Athos.        The reasons of this rapid 

spread are their symbolistic language, easy to 

perceive, and their cheaper cost, as compared to 

the wooden ones. 

Glass-painted icons appear more rarely 

south of the Carpathians and they are taken over 

from Transylvania.  Transylvanian icons stand 

out through their rich decorative composition, 

bright colors, themes and folk elements.    

The drawing is generally naive, clumsy, 

made on the back of the glass, to protect the 

painting, by means of a pattern sketched on 

paper. The contour lines are drawn with a very thin brush with soft hair, or with goose feathers 

and later on, with steel pens. After the drawing the contour, the blank spaces are colored. 

Among the themes of the first icons painted on glass are the figure of the Holy Virgin and 

scenes from her life. As their area has increased, themes became more diversified, comprising 

the Saints Protectors like: St. Elias (who protects against thunderstorms in rural areas), St. 

Haralambie (who destroyed the plague and protects peasants against illness and war), St. George 

(who protects the peasants‟ homes and property), St. John (protector of the vineyards and crops),   

St. Nicholas (who brings good luck),  St. Stelian ( protector of young children), etc. However, 

most icons show the Mother of God mourning the passions of Jesus, whose crucifixion is 

represented in a corner of the icon. 

The authors of such work have participated with exhibits in various personal and 

collective exhibitions abroad: Amsterdam (Holland), Etalle (Belgium), Bar le Duc (France), 
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Luxemburg, as well as in Romania: Bucharest, Sibiu, Suceava, Fălticeni, Gura Humorului and 

Fundu Moldovei, at all the nine editions of the “Buna Vestire” (“Annunciation”) festival.     

Of these works, many are in private collections in the country and abroad (the U.K., 

Austria, Belgium, Canada, Switzerland, Franţa, Germany, Luxemburg, Moldavia, Spain, the 

United States, Israel, Italy, as well as faraway Japan). 

 

Icons painted on wood 

The oldest and most common icons were those 

painted on wood. Made by the village craftsmen or the icon 

painters in monasteries, they were found, most often, in 

Moldavia and Muntenia. 

Unlike the glass painted icons, the icons painted on 

wood seem more discreet, without the gloss given by glass, 

nonetheless as valuable. 

In this case, though the artist used models and 

instructions from church guidebooks on religious painting, 

he did not copy  from patterns, as they do in the case of 

glass icons. 

The religious scenes were painted on hardwood, to 

resist the time. Icons painted on wood reproduce themes 

used in lay art, though rendered into  more simple forms, 

their charm being their naive character. The main saints 

represented were the same protector saints, along with 

Nativity scene, Saint Mary, Jesus.     

These icons were placed on the east wall of the room, with a bunch of basil and an 

embroidered towel on the top of the frame.   

In north Moldavia, the number of icons is bigger – about 5-6 in a room – placed side by 

side, on the two walls where the wooden benches are. The icon‟s background contains painted 

stars, which reminds us of some of the embroideries and paintings of Romanian Middle Ages. 

 

TRADITIONAL FABRICS 

Household fabrics play a very important role in the 

traditional home, being its most special decorative elements. 

They are placed on the ceiling, the walls, on furniture, the beams 

and are different in style depending on the ethnographic zone.    

In ancient times, Herodotus attested to the fineness of our 

fabrics, which could match the fabrics in Rome. Due to 

perishability of materials, the oldest household decorative fabrics 

are dated from the 18th century, yet the craftsmanship of 

spinning and weaving has a longer tradition, with the horizontal 

weaving loom dating as early as the 11th century. 
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Materials 

Fabrics are manufactured from existing raw materials in a household, from animal source 

(sheep‟s wool, goat‟s hair, silk) or vegetal source (hemp, cotton, flax).  One type of material does 

not exclude the other, many fabrics being made both from animal and vegetal fibres. For 

trimmings of the main fabrics they added silk, beads, etc.    

 

Workmanship, colours 

Fabrics are made by women only. They grow the hemp and flax, do the sheep shearing, 

prepare the fibres, do the loom weaving, dye the fibres, cut and trim the materials.    

Initially the colours were natural, obtained from various roots, stems and flowers or 

insects. They knew the properties of each plant and insect, the best moment for harvesting and 

the processing recipes for a special intensity of the colour.    

With time, getting natural colours has become increasingly rare. After World War I, the 

introduction of chemical colours by which primary colours are obtained, has produced a change 

in the chromaticity of the fabrics.     

The most widely used colour is red, which appears in a multitude of shades and hues, 

followed by blue and black.    

 

Utilization 

 Fabrics are either for current household use, being placed on the bed or the dowry chest 

(counterpanes, rugs, cushions), or for decorative purposes (wall carpets, rugs, tablecloths, towels, 

curtains, pillowcases, etc).    

There are also fabrics that are used only on certain occasions, being related to various 

ceremonies (births, weddings, burials).  

 

Decorative fabrics 

 

In Moldavia, Muntenia, Oltenia and Dobrogea, for 

household decoration they use mainly woolen fabrics, to which 

are sometimes added a towel, a tablecloth, etc. In Transylvania 

hemp and cotton fabrics are prevailing.    

The most important decorative fabrics in traditional 

Romanian art are woolen rugs and wall carpets.The rugs are 

woven on the vertical loom and are made up of knotted fibres, 

while the wall carpets are woven on the horizontal loom and 

are thinner. 

The carpets and rugs are laid on the walls, the bed, even as 

tablecloth. They were considered very valuable pieces, and 

passed on from one generation to another as dowry. 
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The carpets from Oltenia are the most valuable, standing out through their geometrical, 

floral, zoomorphic and antropomorphic decorative motifs. In carpets from Oltenia, borders have 

a special role, framing the central part and highlighting its decorative value. A recurrent motif in 

Oltenia carpets are the birds belonging to the local fauna: the hoopoe, cuckoo, hen, goose and 

turkey. Dolls appear as stylized motifs or in a form in which their costume is perfectly contoured.    

The colours used as background are: brown, burgundy, pastel green, ultramarine blue.    

The carpets from Muntenia are characterized by their geomatrical decorations, mainly 

rhombuses. Even floral motifs, when they appear, 

are geometrically stylized. 

The carpets from Moldavia have less intense 

colouring: light green, burgundy, black, and vegetal 

decorations, the main motif being the tree of life. 

In Tranyilvania, the most renowned carpets are 

found in Maramureş, representing geometrical 

figures, flowers, stylized fir-trees, animals, people, 

scenes of work, tools, etc. A common image is of 

men and women holding hands, in a hora (a round 

dance). The main colour is chestnut brown, of 

various shades. 

 

DECORATIVE WOODWORKING  

Just like the carving of stone, burnt clay, bones 

and teeth of various animals, woodcarving has been 

practised everywhere in the world since ancient times 

but, unfortunately, it has been preserved till nowadays 

only in the geographical zones where the climate has 

favored conservation of this less resilient material to 

the conjugated action of weather, biochemical factors, 

fires and other disasters. 

The interest for decorative woodworking can 

be explained in many ways, but the truth is that the 

material is suitable for many uses, and the decoration 

proper is made with simple tools (axe, hatchet, chisel, 

penknife), not involving elaborate technologies. 

Another reason can be the fact that wood had been 

processed by man for artistic purposes before clay 

was, being the material on which the first decorative 

marks were imprinted. 

As ornamental geometric motifs there are the 

wolf‟s tooth, serrations, spirals, the inlaid circle, or 

cutout circle, by which the transition to the cosmomorphic is made, with decorations such as the 
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solar motif in all its versions. Other motifs include the square, rhombus, arc, the torsade or rope 

by which the serpent is represented, as well as the vegetal ornaments, in naturalist or stylized 

manner – the fir-tree branch, leaf, cone, flower – which are done by the straight touch technique 

or the curve derived from the arc. 

One of the most common objects, the spoon, indispensable in sheepfolds or pastoral 

households, is adorned with so varied decorations that its production is real craftsmanship, a 

proof of the spoonmaker‟s genuine artistic talent.    

Whistles are made of copper or brass, rarely of aluminium, but the real art, both in point 

of fashioning and in point of performing, belongs to the big whistle or flute –“caval”, made 

exclusively of hardwood. Its ornamentation is high artistry, with spiral motifs of great fineness 

and precision.   

Beautiful ornamentation is also found on splendid exhibits of yokes and saddles, the latter 

being fashioned in specialized workshops in Moldoviţa and Vatra Moldoviţei. 

 

FOLK MASKS  

 

 Folk masks are reflections of the 

collective memory which come from ancient 

times. They were used at fertility rituals, rain 

calling, hunting or ritual dances and 

represented characters from folk mythology.   

Mask plays are performed at certain 

events of the year (Christmas, New Year, 

Whitsuntide) or crucial events in man‟s life 

(weddings, burials).    

In Vrancea, at wakes, masked men 

dance around a fire in the courtyard, in the 

rhythm of the drums, offering the last party to 

the deceased who has crossed the threshold 

between the worlds.   

  Only men are allowed to wear the 

masks and disclosure of their names is forbidden – a custom derived from the ancient rituals of 

initiation.   

The masks are made from animal skins and fur, canvas or baize, burnt clay, carved wood, 

bark of linden, birch or fir, metal pieces in the shape of plates or circles, coloured thick rope, bird 

feathers, hemp tow, horse hair or pig hair, beans or corn, straw, corn husk, coloured paper or 

cardboard, beads, buttons, pieces of glass, animal horns, scrap.   

The most common tools for making masks are the knife, scissors, pliers, hammer, clamp, 

adze, drill.  

Masks are the remains of a strange, symbolic world which is fading away in today‟s  

industrialized world. 

http://www.folkromania.com/shop.php?ownerid=3


Let’s Discover Europe Together Finding  Harmony in Differences – EUROPE’S FRIENDS – 

2017-1-RO01-KA219-037409_1 

                   

Romania’s   Guidebook                                                                                                                                            
57 

 

 

4.8. Traditional Games 

 

a. Country, country, we need soldiers !” 

o The players make up two lines facing each other, several meters apart. 

o They hold hands, forming a sort of,, fence” or ,, barrier”. 

o One team starts the game by crying out: ,,Country, country, we need soldiers !” 

o The other team asks: ,, Which one?” 

o The other team selects a player and calls his name: ,,……..!”.  

o The selected player runs to the opposite team and tries to break their “fence”. The 

“enemy” team are trying to stop him by holding their hands tightly. 

o If the “soldier” breaks the fence, he will take one player from this team and go back to his 

team.  

o If he can‟t break it, he will remain in the “enemy” team. The winning team is the one who 

captures all the players of their “enemy” team.   

 

Best practices in the 1st Camp, in Przemysl, Poland, 11-22 May 2018 

Traditional Handicrafts and 

the Art of Photography   
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b. Cat and Mouse 

 

o Children make up a circle, holding hands. 

o In two parts of the circle they do not hold hands, in this way making a sort of “gates” for 

the CAT to go in and out of the circle. 

o In the middle of the circle stays the MOUSE and outside stays the CAT. 

o At the leader‟s “Start game!” the CAT runs and tries to catch the MOUSE inside, while 

the children help him to escape the CAT‟s chase.  

o The MOUSE can get in or out of the circle when the children raise their arms, to make 

way for him. 

o The CAT is prevented from entering the circle; he can go in only by the two “gates”. 

o When the CAT catches the MOUSE, the game leader selects two other children for these 

two roles. 

o If the CAT does not catch the MOUSE after a fixed time, the roles will be taken by over 

by the other children. 
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5. ART AND ARCHITECTURE 

 
5.1. Famous painters and sculptors 

Constantin Brâncuşi (1876-1957) 

 

Born in a family with six children from Hobita, Gorj, Constantin Brâncuşi attended the 

School of Arts and Crafts in Craiova (1894-1898), in 1902 coming to Bucharest where he 

graduated the School of Belle-Arte. He will continue his studies at the prestigious École 

Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts in Paris, where he will be admitted in 1905. The most 

important works, part of the universal heritage, are the Kiss, the Gate of the Kiss, the Master's 

Birds, the Sleeping Muse, Miss Poganz, the Column of the Infinite , The table of Silence. 

 

Nicolae Grigorescu 

He was born on May 15, 1838 and is the first of 

the founders of modern Romanian painting, followed by 

Ion Andreescu and Stefan Luchian, became a symbol for 

the young generations of artists who, in the first decades 

of the twentieth century, sought to identify and bring to 

the light of the values of Romanian spirituality.  

He saw the light of day in the village of Pitaru 

(Dâmboviţa), being the sixth child of Ion and Maria 

Grigorescu. 
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Its simple, clean, smiling peasants and oxen chariots become the passions by which they 

devote their soul to their peasant life. Over sixty cloths are dedicated to its famous oxen, the 

relentless ally of the poorer plowman, a symbol of domesticated force. 

Nicolae Grigorescu is extinguished on July 21, 1907 in Campina, where "Ghiocel was coming 

alone in the morning, he posed," how Vlahuta tells us how Saint Nicu tells us. In the workshop, 

on the easel, was his last unfinished work, "The Return from the Bars". 

 

Theodor Aman 

He was born on March 20, 1831 in Câmpulung-Muscel. 

After drawing lessons with the painter Constantin Lecca, at the 

Central School of Craiova, he studied at the St. Sava College in 

Bucharest where he left for Paris in 1850. He took the painting with 

Michel Martin Drolling, then, in 1851, with Francois Edouard Picot. 

He dedicated himself to the painting influenced by the 

masters of the Italian Renaissance. Returning to the native lands, he 

was inspired by the life of the Musketeers leaving more cloths with 

landscapes in Câmpulung and its surroundings. He died on 19 

August 1891. 

 

 

5.2. Traditional folk patterns 
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The countryside is the heart and soul of Romania, where peasant culture remains a strong 

force and medieval life prevails, as it does nowhere else in Europe. Textile weaving is the most 

widespread craft in Romania, handed down from generation to generation, using distinctive 

family patterns along with those specific to different districts. 

There is nothing random about the motifs sewn on the Romanian textiles, every stitch is a 

code. It tells you the story of it's creator. The form and ornaments of the contemporary garments 

preserved a part of the language of signs and symbols specific to the mythical thinking of earlier 

times.  

 

The diversity stems in part from the role the clothing plays as an indicator of a person's 

station in life or place within the community, including age, marital statues, occupation, wealth, 

and social status. Diversity is also due to the different purposes that clothing serves: elaborate 

clothing is worn in celebration of special occasions such as weddings, religious holidays, etc. 

The geometric patterns used in weaving served as an inspiration for the earlier embroideries, in 

the second half of the 19th century non-geometrical floral motifs were introduced.  
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Over the centuries there was a frequent borrowing and sharing of motifs between regions. 

The decoration became more elaborated around 1900, with combining many different 

techniques, used on a single garment. 

 

 

 

 

 

5.3. The most famous buildings  

 

Bran Castle 

 

As Transylvania‟s most iconic building, Bran Castle is home to vampire myths. 

Strikingly similar to Dracula‟s castle as described in Bram Stoker‟s novel, Bran Castle is a place 

filled with legends and horror stories. However, a visit to the castle will uncover its true history 

and the beautiful story of its former owner, Queen Marie of Romania, who decorated the 

interiors. 
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Black Church of Brașov 

 

A majestic Gothic monument, 

the Black Church is unequalled in 

Europe, being the biggest Gothic church 

between Istambul and Vienna. Partially 

destroyed by the fire in 1689, the 

church‟s walls have blackened, giving 

the church its name. A visit to this spot 

offers the chance to take in not just this 

monumental building and symbol of 

Brașov, but also the biggest collection of 

Oriental carpets in Europe. 

 

 

Constanța Casino 

 

Located on the shore of the Black Sea, 

the Casino is undoubtedly one of Romania‟s 

most iconic architectural landmarks. A fine 

example of Art Deco which enchants with its 

shell-shaped windows and intricate 

adornments, it has a long and troubled history 

that lends it an air of mystery. 

 

 

Sarmizegetusa Regia 

 

Located deep down amid secular 

forests at 1,200 metres altitude, Sarmizegetusa 

Regia is a historic site very dear to 

Romanians. This ancient city was the centre of 

the powerful kingdom of the Dacians, the 

ancestors of the Romanian people. Today you 

can walk among the remains of a fortress, 

columns, and admire the impressive sun dial, 

while the site‟s biggest treasures, the solid 

gold Dacian bracelets, are displayed in 

Bucharest, at the National Museum of 

Romanian History. 
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5.4. Styles in architecture 

 

Brancovian style 

 

Under the rule of the Ottoman 

Empire, Bucharest used to be located 

in the principality Wallachia, which 

was administred by Prince Constantin 

Brâncoveanu. His name is linked to the 

Brancovan architecture style, which 

remained to develop even after his 

death.  

The Brancovan architectural 

style is a combination of the Orthodox 

Christian beliefs of the people of 

Wallachia, Islamic and Byzantine 

influences and the ideology of the Ottoman Empire. This mix of influences shaped the 

Stavropoleos Monastery, which is one of the most unique and beautiful Christian churches of 

Eastern Europe. 

 

 

Neo-Romanian style 

`When Romania became 

independent, a new architectural style 

was born to represent the modern 

Romanian nation. It was called Neo-

Romanian style.  

The history of Romanian people 

and their fight for their own beliefs 

under the Ottomans influenced this 

style.  

It takes its roots in the 

Brancovan style as well as the peasant 

architecture of the country. It started in 

1886 and was continued to be used until the Communists came to power in Romania. 
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Art Nouveau 

 

At the end of the XIX century Bucharest was influenced by French culture, especially 

Paris. The city became “Little Paris”, because of its adaptation of Art Nouveau. There were 

buildings built completely in Art Nouveau, whereas others were built only with its fractions. The 

influence of Art Nouveau further on helped to develop the Neo-Romanian style. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communist era style 

The Communist era left 

Bucharest with districts full of 

panel buildings. The district 

surrounding the Palace of the 

Parliament or the People's House 

became an alternative to the Old 

Town.  

Some people say that the 

Parliament, the biggest building 

of Europe, was inspired by Soviet 

architecture, others say that it 

looks more like North Korea. The 

Palace itself has a lot of 

Romanian motives in its architecture and became the “peak point” of the Communist era style. 
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5.5. Personalities  

Nadia Comaneci 

 

Romanian gymnast Nadia Comaneci 

became the first woman to score a perfect 10 in 

an Olympic gymnastics event at the 1976 

Olympic Games, at age 14. Her performance at 

the 1976 Olympics redefined both her sport and 

audiences' expectations of female athletes.   

 

At the 1980 Olympics, Comaneci won 

gold medals for the balance beam and floor 

exercise. She retired from competition in 1984 and defected to the United States in 1989.  

 

 

Gheorghe Hagi 

 

 Is a Romanian former footballer, 

considered one of the best attacking 

midfielders in Europe during the 1980s and 

1990s and the greatest Romanian footballer of 

all time. Galatasaray fans called him 

'Comandante' (The Commander) and 

Romanians called him 'Regele' (The King).  

 

Hagi played for the Romanian national 

team in three World Cups in 1990, 1994 (where he was named in the World Cup All-Star Team) 

and 1998, as well as in three European Football Championships in 1984, 1996 and 2000.He won 

a total of 125 caps for Romania, ranked second after Dorinel Munteanu, and is the joint leading 

goalscorer (alongside Adrian Mutu) with 35 goals.In 2009, Hagi founded Romanian club 

Viitorul Constanța. 

  He is currently both owner and chairman of the club. Hagi also established the Gheorghe 

Hagi football academy, one of the biggest football academies in Southeastern Europe.His son 

Ianis is also a footballer. 
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Simona Halep 

 

 

Is a Romanian professional tennis player. 

She is the current world No. 1 on the WTA Tour, 

having previously held this position for 16 weeks 

between October 2017 and January 2018.  

 

Halep first broke into the world's top 50 at 

the end of 2012, reached the top 20 in August 

2013, and finally the top 10 in January 2014. She 

won her first 6 WTA titles in the same calendar 

year in 2013 (a feat that was last achieved 

by Steffi Graf in 1986 when she won her first 7), being named the WTA's Most Improved 

Player at its end, as well as being named ESPN Center Court's 2013 Most Improved Player.  

 

 

Mihai Eminescu 

Born Mihail Eminovici (January 1850 - June 1889) was a 

Romanian poet, prose writer and journalist, considered by Romanian 

readers and literary criticism posthumously as the most important poetic 

voice in Romanian literature. 

 

 George Enescu (1881-1955) 

He was born in Liveni, in Botosani County. He studied at the Vienna Conservatory 

between 1888-1894, continuing at the Conservatory of Paris between 1895-1899. Admired by 

Queen Elisabeth - Carmen Sylva, she will often be invited to perform concerts at Peles Palace in 

Sinaia. 

 His most important compositions date 

back to the beginning of the 20th century, now 

being the two Romanian Rapsodii (1901-1902), 

Suita Nr. 1 for Orchestra (1903), Symphony 

(1905) and Seven Songs for Clément Marot 

(1908). Between 1921-1931 he composed the 

monumental opera Oedipus, which premiered in 

Paris in 1936, enjoying success from the first 

performance. He died in Paris in 1955. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_WTA_number_1_ranked_players
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steffi_Graf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WTA_Awards#Most_Improved_Player
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WTA_Awards#Most_Improved_Player
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ESPN
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6. SLEEPING 

 

6.1. Hotels 

Ibis Bucharest Palatul Parlamentului City Centre Hotel 

 

Adress: 82-84 Izvor Street, Bucharest 

Tel: (+40)21/4011000 

Fax: (+40)21/4022898 

 

6.2. Pensions 

 

Hello Vila 

 

Adress:Valea Alba nr. 30, Bucuresti  

Phone: (+40) 0749 369 178 

Site: http://hellovilla.business.site/ 

 

6.3. Hostels 

 

Umbrella Hostel 

 

Adress: General Christian 21, Bucuresti 

Phone: +40212125051 

Site: http://umbrellahostel.com/ 

 

The Map Hostel 

 

Adress: Bucur 3,Sector 4,Bucuresti 

Phone: only online reservations 

Site:  http://the-map-hostel.bucharest-hotel.com/en/ 

 

6.4. Private Rosom and Short-term apartament rental 

 

Site: https://www.airbnb.com/?logo=1 

   http://suitehome.ro/en/ 

   http://www.in-bucharest.com/ 

 

tel:+40214011000
tel:+40-749-369-178
http://umbrellahostel.com/
http://the-map-hostel.bucharest-hotel.com/en/
https://www.airbnb.com/?logo=1
http://suitehome.ro/en/
http://www.in-bucharest.com/
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6.5. Camping 

 

Camping Casa Alba (White House Camping) 

 

Adress: Aleea Privighetorilor 1-3 

Phone: (+40) 02 13 61 77 30 

Site: www.casaalba.ro 

 

 

6.6. Reserving a room in your own language with pronunciation 

 

AT THE HOTEL LA HOTEL   

I have a reservation. Am o rezervare. Am o re-zer-va-re. 

Do you have a double 

room? 

. . . single 
Aveţi o cameră dublă?  

. . . single 

A-vets o ka-me-ruh pen-troo do-

wuh per-swa-me?  

. . . o per-swa-nuh      

Do you have a room 

with a bath? 

. . . a shower 

. . . air conditioning 

. . . twin beds 

Aveţi o cameră cu baie?  

 

. . . duş 

. . . aer condiţionat 

. . . două paturi 

A-vets o ka-me-ruh cu ba-ye? 

. . . doosh 

. . . a-er kon-di-tsyo-nat  

. . . do-wuh pa-toor' 

What is the rate per 

day? Cât costă pe zi? Kit kos-tuh pe zi? 

Is breakfast included? Micul dejun e inclus? Mic de-jun ye in-kloo-suh? 

Your name, please?  

. . . address 

Numele dumneavoastră, vă 

rog?  

Adresa . . . 

Noo-me-le doom-nea-vwas-truh, 

vuh-rog? 

A-dre-sa . . . 

Please wake me up at 

6 am. 
Vă rog, treziţi-mă la şase 

dimineaţa. 

Vuh rog, tre-zi-tsi-muh la sha-se 

di-mi-nea-tsa. 

On what floor is my 

room? La ce etaj e camera mea? La che e-tazh ye ka-me-ra mea? 

I need ice,  

please 
Am nevoie de gheaţă,  

vă rog. 

Am ne-vo-ye de gea-tsuh,  

vuh rog. 

http://www.casaalba.ro/
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. . . . another blanket 

. . . an electric fan  

. . . a heater  

. . . an iron 

. . . a light bulb  

. . . a pillow 

. . . shampoo 

. . . soap  

. . . toilet paper 

. . . a towel 

. . . încă o pătură 

. . . un ventilator  

. . . un reşou  

. . . un fier de călcat  

. . . un bec  

. . . o pernă 

. . . şampon  

. . . săpun 

. . . hârtie igienică 

. . . un prosop 

. . . in-kuh o puh-too-ruh 

. . . oon ven-ti-la-tor  

. . . oon re-shoh  

. . . oon fyer de kuhl-kat  

. . . oon bek  

. . . o per-nuh  

. . . sham-pon  

. . . suh-poon  

. . . hîr-tee-ye i-ji-e-ni-kuh  

. . . oon pro-sop 

At what time is 

breakfast served? 
La ce oră se serveşte micul 

dejun? 

La che o-ruh se ser-vesh-te mi-

kool de-zhoon? 

I'm leaving today. Plec astăzi. Plek as-tuhz'. 

Please call a taxi Vă rog, chemaţi un taxi. Vuh rog, ke-ma-tsim'oon ta-xi. 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION TRANSPORT   

Where is the  

. . . metro station? 

. . . train station  

. . . bus stop  

. . . ticket office 

. . . information desk  

. . . exit to the street 

Unde e . . . ? 

staţia de metrou 

. . . gara  

. . . staţia de autobuz   

. . . casa de bilete 

. . . biroul de informaţii  

. . . ieşirea spre stradă 

Oon-de ye  . . . ? 

. . . sta-tsya de me-troh 

. . . ga-ra  

. . . sta-tsya de a-oo-to-booz 

. . . ka-sa de bi-le-te?  

. . . bi-ro-ool de in-for-ma-tsiy  

. . . ye-shi-rea spre stra-duh 

How much is a  

ticket ? 

. . . one-way  

. . . round-trip  

. . . first-class  

. . . second-class 

Cât costă  

un bilet ?  

. . . dus 

. . . dus - întors    

. . . la clasa întâi  

. . . la clasa a doua 

Kit kos-tuh  

oon bi-let ?  

. . . doos  

. . . doos shi în-tors  

. . . la kla-sa yn-tyi  

. . . la kla-sa a do-wa 

Is there a special . . . rate? 

. . . college students  

. . . senior-citizens 

Există tarif redus pentru. . .? 

. . . studenţi  

 . . . pensionari 

E-xis-tuh ta-rif re-doos  

pen-tru . . .? 

. . . stoo-dents' 

. . . pen-syo-nar' 
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7. Practical information 

 

 
7.1. Getting around 

 

Citizens from the European Union or the European Economic Area who wish to visit 

Romania can enter using any border checkpoint, if they can produce a valid identity document – 

passport or any other such document recognized by the Romanian state. 

EU/EEA citizens can enter the Romanian territory and stay, according to the right to 

freedom of movement and residence granted under Romanian law, in agreement with European 

regulations. To stay in Romania longer than 90 days one must obtain a registration certificate 

from the Romanian Immigration Office (ORI). 

Citizens from states that are not EU/EEA Member States require an entry visa. The type 

of visa differs depending on the purpose of their travel to Romania. 

There exist states whose citizens will require, besides a visa, an invitation letter endorsed 

by the Romanian Immigrations Office. The invitation letter can come from an individual or a 

legal entity; the individual can be a Romanian citizen or of a foreign citizen who has legal 

residence in Romania. 

The short-stay visa makes it possible to enter the Romanian territory for purposes other 

than immigration, and allows permanent stay or several stays not exceeding 90 days, within 6 

months of the date of first entry. This type of visa can be issued in a single-entry or multiple-

entry format. 

The exchange rate is currently: 1 EUR – 4,58 RON . 
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7.2. Flights and getting there ( Airports, Bus, Train ) 

 

 
  Henri Coanda International Airport , situated 16.5 km North of Bucharest center, is the 

largest Romanian airport, serving 67 external destinations and 9 domestic destinations. 

 

Adress: Calea Bucurestilor nr. 224 E,Otopeni, Ilfov County, 075150 

Information departures: +4(021)2041210 , +4(021)2041200 

Information arrival: +4(021)2041220 

Lost objects/luggage: +4(021)2041069 , +4 (0786)137134 

Frontier police: +4(021)2013315 

Site: http://www.bucharestairports.ro/en 

 

 

Transportation form/to airport: 

The 780 Express line for the main railway station, Gara de Nord ( North Station). 

The 783 Express line for city center.  

Taxi (only from Arrivals) 
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Public Transportation 

 

Bus/Trams 

The surface public transportation service is provided by the Autonomic Administration of 

Transportation Bucharest ( RATB). The functioning hours for RATB is 05:00-24:00. This servi 

includes: trams, buses and trolleybuses.  

The fee for the public transportation can be paid by an electronic card,  what can be 

bought only at special kiosk found near stations that have the RATB sign written. The electronic 

card must be validate by waving them in front of the orange machines place on the pools inside 

the bus. 

 

For network maps and schedules : http://www.ratb.ro/ 
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Metrou 

 

Bucharest's metro has four lines with 45 stations that runs from 05:00 in the morning to 

around 23:00.Tickets can be purchased at all metro stations. 

 

 

 

Taxis and Ridesharing 

Ride-sharing apps Taxify and Uber are well-established in Bucharest and present a good 

alternative.Prices are around 1.69 lei per kilometre about the same as for standard yellow cabs. 

 

 

https://taxify.eu/
https://www.uber.com/en-RO/
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7.3. Health & Insurance 

 

Make sure you are up-to-date on routine vaccines before every trip. These vaccines 

include measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine, diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis vaccine, varicella 

(chickenpox) vaccine, polio vaccine, and your yearly flu shot. 

Ask your doctor what vaccines and medicines you need based on where you are going, A 

reasonable supply of medicines for personal use may be brought into the country in your hand 

luggage.  

Please note that 112 is the emergency telephone number that can be dialed free of charge 

from any telephone or any mobile phone in order to reach emergency services (Ambulances, Fire 

& Rescue Service and the Police) in Romania. 

 

LIST OF HOSPITALS, CLINICS AND PHYSICIANS WITH PRIVATE PRACTICE IN 

ROMANIA BUCHAREST 

 

Ambulance Services: 112  

SANADOR Ambulance: 021-9699  

SOS Ambulance: 021-9761  

BIOMEDICA Ambulance: 031-9101 

 

State Hospitals: EMERGENCY HOSPITAL "FLOREASCA" (SPITALUL DE 

URGENTA "FLOREASCA")  

 

Adress: Calea Floreasca nr. 8, sector 1, Bucharest 014461  

Tel: 021-599-2300 or 021-599-2308,  

Emergency line: 021-962  

Fax: 021-599-2257  

E-mail: spital@urgentafloreasca.ro  

Website: http://www.urgentafloreasca.ro  

 

 

REGINA MARIA HEALTH CARE NETWORK  

 

Adressa: Calea Floreasca 14A 

Tel: 021-9208  

E-mail: birouinternari@reginamaria.ro  

Website: http://www.reginamaria.ro/spitale/spitalul-euroclinic  

 

 

mailto:spital@urgentafloreasca.ro
http://www.urgentafloreasca.ro/
mailto:birouinternari@reginamaria.ro
http://www.reginamaria.ro/spitale/spitalul-euroclinic
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7.4. Directory informations  

 

Embassy of Portugal in Bucharest 

 

Address: Str. Paris No. 55,011815, Bucureşti, România 

Phone: +40 21 230 41 36  

Fax: +40 21 230 41 17  

E-mail: secretariat@embportugal.ro 

      Site:  https://www.bucareste.embaixadaportugal.mne.pt/en/ 

      Office hours: Monday - Friday 8.30- 16.30 

 

Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Bucharest   

 

Address: Str. Aleea Alexandru No. 23, 011821 București, România 

Phone: +40 21 30 82 200 

Fax. + 40 21 230 78 32 

E-mail: bukareszt.wpe@msz.gov.pl 

Site: http://www.bukareszt.msz.gov.pl/en/ 

Office hours: Monday - Friday 8.30- 16.30 

 

Embassy of the Greece in Bucharest 

 

Address: 1-3, Pache Protopopescu, Sector 2, Bucharest 

Phone: (004021) 2094170-4  

Fax: (004021) 2094175 

E-mail: gremb.buc@mfa.gr  

Site: www.mfa.gr/bucharest 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 09:30 - 13:30 

 

 

Embassy of the Republic of Turkey in Bucharest 

 

Address:  010575 Calea Dorobanţilor 72, Sector 1, Bucureşti 

Phone: (0040-21) 206 37 00 

Fax: (0040-21) 206 37 37 

E-mail: embassy.bucharest@mfa.gov.tr 

Office hours: Monday - Friday 09.00-12.30; 14.00-18.00 

tel:0040212304136
mailto:secretariat@embportugal.ro
https://www.bucareste.embaixadaportugal.mne.pt/en/
mailto:bukarest.wpe@msz.gov.pl
http://www.bukareszt.msz.gov.pl/en/
mailto:gremb.buc@mfa.gr
https://www.mfa.gr/bucharest
mailto:embassy.bucharest@mfa.gov.tr
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More useful informations 

 

  Please note that 112 is the emergency telephone number that can be dialed free of charge 

from any telephone or any mobile phone in order to reach emergency services (Ambulances, Fire 

& Rescue Service and the Police) in Romania. 

 

The Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs - http://www.mae.ro 

Romanian Immigration Office - http://ori.mai.gov.ro/; 

Romanian Border Police - http://www.politiadefrontiera.ro/ 

National Tourism Office - http:/www.romaniatourism.com 

Ministry of Research and Innovation - http://www.research.gov.ro/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mae.ro/
http://ori.mai.gov.ro/
http://www.politiadefrontiera.ro/
http://www.romaniatourism.com/
http://www.research.gov.ro/
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Etiquette 

 

Romania is the land of myth and legend, made beautiful by its rolling hills, verdant plains 

and foreboding mountain peaks, and refined by its rich culture and history. Besides being the 

only Latin country of the fractured Balkans, Romania has also managed to survive the collapse 

of the Eastern Bloc, and, following the fall of the ruling communist regime, has succeeded in 

reinventing what it means to be Romanian. 

Romanians are a hospitable people who do not shy away from small talk. Expect to talk 

about things like the well-being of your family, recent travels or interesting events before getting 

to the business at hand. 

A firm handshake and maintaining eye contact is the proper way to greet one another. Hugs are 

reserved for friends or relatives. First names are freely given, though it is polite to address 

acquaintances not of your age by an honorific title (such as Mr. or Ms. – „Domnul‟ and 

„Doamna‟ respectively) and the family name. 

Women are usually greeted by kissing their cheeks, starting with the left. On formal 

occasions, such as weddings, when visiting relatives or the elderly, or seeing someone you have 

not seen in a long time, cheek kissing is expected. Young people tend to consider the act of 

kissing a woman‟s hand as outdated and overly refined, though most certainly appreciate the act 

and consider it gentlemanly. 

It is acceptable to be drunk or to smoke in public, up to a certain point. Being excessively 

drunk will undoubtedly bring ridicule, as Romanians can be very judgemental. As of 2016, it is 

illegal to smoke indoors. 

When invited to a dinner, it is polite to bring a gift, though not expected. Romanians are 

fiercely protective of their home, and being uncourteous when in someone‟s house is seen as a 

grave offence. 

Gifts of alcohol and flowers are usually the most common, and you can never go wrong 

with those. However, make sure to check that the flowers are odd-numbered – even numbers are 

reserved for the dead. If you do bring a gift, make sure it is wrapped. Nine times out of ten, the 

gift will be opened as soon as it is received. 

In Romanian society, it is most polite to deny the gift you are offered. While reactions 

can vary, some will refuse the gift altogether, while some will offer to pay you for it. 

Nevertheless, most will be deeply moved by the act. In Romania, it‟s the thought that counts. 

 

 

 

 

Newspapers & Magazines 

 

http://www.nineoclock.ro/ 

https://www.romania-insider.com/ 

http://adevarul.ro/ 

https://www.romania-insider.com/

