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1. GENERAL FACTS ABOUT GREECE 
1.1. Type of Government 
The Greek constitution is the Presidential Parliamentary Republic. This means that we live in a 
democratic state under the leadership of the President of the Republic. The people are voting 
for their deputies in democratic processes, exercising power through their representatives. 

The democratic system of our country operates as follows: 

The Head of State is the President of the Republic. He is elected by the House and his power is 
limited. He appoints the Prime Minister after elections and gives the mandate to form a 
government. He also represents the country abroad with official visits to other countries ashead 
of state. 

 

The Government consists of the Council of Ministers composed of the Prime Minister and the 
Ministers. The Government defines and directs the country's general policy according to the 
Constitution. The Prime Minister coordinates the work of his ministers in order to implement 
government policy. 

1.2. Religion 
In Greece, 79% of the population believes in the existence of God, 16% declare faith in some 
higher power, while 4% does not believe in either. According to a recent survey, 51.9% declare 
"religion regardless of whether or not they go to the church", while 45.9% are "non-religious 
irrespective of whether or not they go to the church". The largest religious community is the 
Eastern Orthodox. Other religions with a large number of believers are Islamism 2%, Catholicism 
less than 1% and other Christian doctrines 3% of the population, while about 4% declare unborn 
in some research. 
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1.3. Population 
In 1911, the total population in Greece amounted to 10.8 million people, the European Union to 
503 million people, the Balkans to 66.5 million people and the world to about 7 billion people. 
This means that our population accounted for 2.2% of the European population and 16.2% of 
the Balkan population, while the European Union accounts for 7% of the world population. The 
size of the Greek population showed a post-war rise, with pronounced periodic variations , as a 
result of the cyclical changes in the parameters of physical and migratory movement. 

1.4. Official Language 
The Greek language is one of the Indo-European languages. It is the only member of an 
independent branch of the Indo-European language family and is the official language of Greece 
and Cyprus. It also belongs to the Balkan linguistic bond. We have found texts written in Greek 
from the 15th century BC. until today. 
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1.5. Map of Greece 
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Where it is located in Europe 

 

  

1.6. Currency 
The EURO or EUR is the common currency of the 17 Member States of the European Union, 
which are the Eurozone, among them Greece. The coins have a common look for the 17 
countries and a national face which includes a design selected by the Member State on whose 
behalf the cutting is done. 

 

The euro replaced the drachma in Greece in 2001. The Greek euro coins depict a unique plan for 
each of the eight currencies. Everything was designed by George Stamatopoulos. Small 
denominated coins depict Greek ships. The average value depicts important Greeks of modern 
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history. Finally, the depictions of the two greatest coins relate to ancient Greek history and 
mythology. All the coins bear the 12 stars of the European Union, the year of cutting, as well as 
the anthemio, a trademark of the Athens Mint, which operates under the supervision of the 
Bank of Greece. 

 

A characteristic feature of Greek coins is that the price of each coin is indicated by the Greek 
alphabet. Also, euro cent is called λεπτό in Greek as opposed to the other languages that have 
adopted the word cent. 

1.7.  Capital of The Country 
Athens is the capital and largest city in Greece since 1834. It is located in Attica, eastern central 
Greece, and is one of the oldest cities in the world, with its recorded history reaching 3200 BC. 
Ancient Athens, a walled city, was a powerful city-state, developed alongside its harbor, 
originally Faliro and later Piraeus. 
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1.8.  Main Cities 
 Athens Thessaloniki 

 

 

 Patras  Heraklion 

 

  Larisa Volos 
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                    Ioannina          Trikala 

 

2. GEOGRAPHY 
2.1. Climate 
 
The climate in Greece is predominantly Mediterranean. However, due to the country's unique 
geography, Greece has a remarkable range of micro-climates and local variations. To the west of 
the Pindus mountain range, the climate is generally wetter and has some maritime features. The 
east of the Pindus mountain range is generally drier and windier in summer. The highest peak is 
Mount Olympus, 2,918 metres (9,573 ft).[1] The north areas of Greece have a transitional 
climate between the continental and the Mediterranean climate. There are mountainous areas 
that have an alpine climate. 
 
2.2. Main Rivers 
The rivers in Greece are relatively small in comparison to those in other countries. They follow 
the direction of the valleys and discharge into the Greek seas. The rivers are generally shallow 
and turbulent, none are navigable except for the Evros and Loudia Rivers, where vessels can 
travel along certain sections. 
 
The longest flowing rivers in Greece are the Evros and the Axios Rivers. However, both 
originate from adjacent countries outside Greek territory; the Evros in Bulgaria and the Axios in 
the Republic of North Macedonia, while the length of the Greek river section is limited). The 
longest river that originates in the country is the Aliakmon River, which flows through Western 
Macedonia and empties into the Thermaikos Gulf. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_climate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_of_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microclimate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pindus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Olympus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_of_Greece#cite_note-1
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2.3. Flora and Fauna 
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Greek fauna is especially abundant with respect to European standards, due to its geographical 
position and rich horizontal and vertical partitioning and the wide range of  habitats that are 
provided. The basic element of this wealth consists of the increased endemicity and 
geographical diversification of most of the animal groups.On Greek soil we thus have 
innumerable kinds of land and aquatic fauna, and we can observe temperate, sea, port or river 
fauna. Over 1,200 kinds of vertebrate animals and over around 30,000 invertebrate species 
have been identified.  
 
It is estimated that there are around 50,000 species of animals, with an endemicity that is 
approximately 25%. The majority of these species belong to the insect world, which also 
includes the most unknown ones.The countless number of caves (approx. 10,000) are of 
extreme importance for endemicity. 

 

http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/nature/caves
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2.4. Mountains 
 
Greece is primarily a mountainous country with more than 300 larger or smaller mountains The 
most significant Greek mountain axis is the Pindus Mountain range, forming the “backbone” of 
Mainland Greece, which extends naturally to the mountains in the Peloponneseand Crete. In 
addition, the majority of the islands are in fact the mountain peaks of the now submerged 
landmass of Aegeis, which at one time linked Mainland Greece with Asia Minor. 
 
The highest mountain in the country is Mount Olympus in Macedonia -known from Greek 
mythology as the home of the gods- reaching a height of 2,917 m (Mytikas peak), while about 
40 mountain ranges throughout the country exceed elevations of 2,000 m. 
 
The Greek mountains are characterized by their diversity, rare scenery and unique forests, some 
of which rank among the oldest natural wooded lands in Europe. Due to the unsurpassable rich 
flora and fauna, many are protected as National Parks, while at the same time the infrastructure 
that was developed over the last few decades has created ideal destinations for those daring 
tourists who want to enjoy winter and mountain activities. 

 
 
2.5. Lakes 
 
There are dozens of natural and artificial lakes in Greece, as well as many lagoons. Most lakes 
are freshwater and have formed mainly far from the coastlines as a result of tectonic or volcanic 
forces, or from the melting of glaciers. Lagoons -which are shallow coastal water reservoirs 

http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/nature/forests/pindos_national_park
http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/mainland
http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/destinations/peloponnese
http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/greek_islands/crete
http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/in_the_mood_for/summer_vacations/eternal_blue
http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/nature/mountains/mountaineering_on_olympus
http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/nature/forests
http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/in_the_mood_for/winter_vacations/the_mountains_are_calling
http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/nature/lakes/lakes_reflecting_beauty
http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/main_cities/messolonghi
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connected to the sea via a wider or a narrower opening- can be converted to freshwater lakes 
when the inflow of saltwater from the sea is for some reason interrupted and an adequate 
inflow of freshwater occurs from flowing drainage basins. 
There are also lakes with salt or brackish water, when the substratum contains many soluble 
salts or it receives an inflow of saltwater. Artificial lakes, which are created by the construction 
of dams in brooks, streams or rivers in order to store water for various objectives (irrigation, 
farming, drinking water, etc), is the most important category of artificial (man-made) wetlands 
in Greece. They cover a considerable area and have contributed to the creation of significant 
ecosystems in the Greek wetland chapter. 
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2.6. Forests 
Forests comprise 25.4% of the total area of Greece, making it the fourth largest country in 
Europe with respect to forest resources. The majority of the Greek forests are natural and not 
technical. They are characterized as Mediterranean. These are ecosystems that have adapted to 
dry, hot summers and cold winters. Oak trees have developed in the Mediterranean and Circum 
Mediterranean zone, while acorns grow in the Thessaly plain where the soil is more fertile. We 
will also come across types of trees that have spread throughout Europe, such as the pine, the 
spruce, and the beach.  
The fauna in the Greek forests are characterized by high biodiversity. Other than the numerous 
kinds of birds, reptiles and insects, there is also a remarkable variety of mammals which live in 
the Greek forests, with the most notable being the brown bear, the wildcat, the jackal, the wolf 
and the badger. 
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2.7. The Access to the Sea 
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Throughout the history of Greece, its geography has been both a blessing and a curse, a blessing 
because it allowed Greece to dominate the "known Western world" for a good portion of 
Europe's ancient history due to a combination of sea access and rugged topography. In the 
ancient era, these were perfect conditions for a maritime city-state culture oriented toward 
commerce and one that was difficult to dislodge by more powerful land-based opponents. This 
geography incubated the West's first advanced civilization (Athens) and produced its first 
empire (ancient Macedon). 

However, Greek geography is also a curse because it is isolated on the very tip of the rugged and 
practically impassable Balkan Peninsula, forcing it to rely on the Mediterranean Sea for trade 
and communication. None of the Greek cities had much of a hinterland. These small coastal 
enclaves were easily defendable, but they were not easily unified, nor could they become large 
or rich due to a dearth of local resources. This has been a key disadvantage for Greece, which 
has had to vie with more powerful civilizations throughout its history, particularly those based 
on the Sea of Marmara in the east and the Po, Tiber and Arno valleys of the Apennine Peninsula 
to the west. 

2.8. Borders with Other Countries 

Greece is a country in south eastern Europe on the southern part of the Balkan Peninsula, 
bordering the Mediterranean Sea in south and the Ionian Sea in west.  
Greece is bordered by Albania, Bulgaria, Turkey, F.Y.R.O.M. , and it shares maritime borders 
with Cyprus, Egypt, Italy, and Libya. 
The peninsular mainland offers a quite mountainous landscape. Then there is the Peloponnese 
peninsula, it is more an island because it is separated from the mainland by the Gulf of Corinth. 
And then there are the Greek islands, a lot of islands, many more than 1,000 anyway. The ten 
largest islands by area are Crete, Euboea, Lesbos, Rhodes, Chios, Cephalonia, Corfu, Lemnos, 
Samos and Naxos. The most populous islands are Crete, Euboea, Rhodes, Corfu, Lesbos, Chios, 
Kefalonia, Zakynthos.   

 

2.9. Top Tourist Attractions 
1.  PARTHENON  

The Parthenon on top of the Acropolis is one of the most famous Greece tourist attractions and 
a visit to Athens is not complete without visiting this temple. The construction of the Parthenon 
started in 447 BC, replacing and older temple that was destroyed by the Persians, and 
completed in 432 BC. During its long life the Parthenon has served as a temple, fortress, a 
church, a mosque and even as a powder magazine 
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2. MOUNT ATHOS 
 is a mountain and a peninsula in northern Greece. The peninsula, the easternmost “leg” of the 
larger Halkidiki peninsula houses some 1,400 monks in 20 Eastern Orthodox monasteries. An 
autonomous state under Greek sovereignty, entry into Mount Athos is strictly controlled and 
only males are allowed entrance.   

 
3. MYSTRAS  
Situated near ancient Sparta, Mystras served as the capital of the Peloponnesus in the 14th and 
15th centuries, ruled by relatives of the Byzantine emperor. The site remained inhabited 
throughout the Ottoman period but was abandoned in 1832, leaving only the breathtaking 
medieval ruins, standing in a beautiful landscape.  
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4.LINDOS 

Lindos is a medieval village on the island of Rhodes that is made up of a network of cobbled 
streets amid whitewashed houses. Above the town rises the acropolis of Lindos, offering 
spectacular views of the surrounding harbors and coastline.  

 

5. SAMARIA GORGE 

It is a 16 km (10 miles) long canyon in southwest Crete. Walking the Samaria Gorge is extremely 
popular and more than a quarter million tourists do so each year. The walk takes 4 to 7 hours 
and passes through forests of ancient cypresses and pines, then cuts between vertical cliffs 
through the mountains to emerge at Agia Roumeli on the Libyan sea. 
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6. MYRTOS BEACH 

 Located in the north-west of Kefalonia, Myrtos Beach is world-famous for the magical colors of 
the water. The blue and turquoise colors of the sea contrast sharply with the bright white of the 
smooth marble pebbles of the beach. The steep mountains and tall cliffs behind Myrtos beach 
only add to its beauty. For all these reasons Myrtos has previously been voted 12 times as the 
best beach in Greece. 

 

7. DELPHI THEATRE 

In ancient times Delphi was the most important site in ancient Greek religion, home to the 
sanctuary and oracle of Apollo. The ancient theatre of Delphi was built on a hill giving spectators 
a view of the entire sanctuary and the spectacular landscape below. It was originally built in the 
4th and could seat 5,000 spectators. Today it is one of the top tourist attractions in Greece. 
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8. METEORA 

Meteora is a collection of six monasteries spectacular situated on top of several rock pillars. The 
first monastery in Meteora was founded in the 14th century. Access to the monasteries was 
deliberately difficult, requiring either long ladders or large nets used to haul up both goods and 
people. This required quite a leap of faith – the ropes were replaced only “when the Lord let 
them break”.  

 

9. MYKONOS   

Mykonos is famous as a cosmopolitan destination amongst the Greek islands and widely 
recognized as one of the best tourist attractions in Greece. Mykonos Town (Chora) is a 
stunningly picturesque Cycladic town with a maze of tiny streets and whitewashed steps lanes. 
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It is also known for its sandy beaches and diverse and intense nightlife as evidenced by a vast 
number of bars and nightclubs 

 

10. SANTORINI  

 

Santorini is a volcanic island in the Cyclades group of the Greek islands. It is famous for its 
dramatic views, stunning sunsets, the white-washed houses, and its very own active volcano. 
Fira, the capital of Santorini, is a marriage of Venetian and Cycladic architecture, whose white 
cobblestone streets bustle with shops, tavernas, hotels and cafes, while clinging on the edge of 
the 400 meter (1,300 ft) high cliffs. 

 

 

http://www.touropia.com/things-to-do-in-santorini/
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3. HISTORIC TIMES 
3.1 The most important rulers of Greece  

1. Leonidas  

 
Leonidas was the famous Spartan king whose heroics on the bloodfest battle of Thermopylae 
was the stuff that legends are made up of. At a time when every single spartan citizen was built 
for battle, their daily routine pretty much covered up by rigorous fighting and training since 
early childhood – Leonidas was destined to glory when the Persian came knocking on the doors 
of ancient Greece. It was said that Leonidas, one of the sons of king Anaxandridas  of Sparta, 
was believed to be a descendant of Heracles (more popularly known as Hercules), possessing 
much of his strength and capabilities. 
Leonidas left a notable mark on the face of history with his impressive leadership against the 
might of Persians in the Battle of Thermopylae. His unbelievable last stand against all odds have 
been passed on to generations by the writings of famous Greek historian Herodotus. He told the 
story of 300 Spartan and 700 Thespians defending Sparta from a Persian invasion of “2 million” 
strong army for three days.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancienthistorylists.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Leonidas-I1.x34319.jpg
https://www.ancienthistorylists.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Leonidas-I1.x34319.jpg�
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2. Alexander the great 

 

Alexander the Macedon, more commonly and fittingly known as Alexander the Great was born 
in Pella, Greece, in 356 BC. Born as an illegitimate child, considering the unbelievable deeds of 
heroics he went on to accomplish in his later life, legends were made saying he was the son of 
the God of Thunder Zeus himself, that he shared a bloodline with the likes of Hercules and 
Perseus. He was tutored under the apprenticeship of philosophical great Aristotle up to the age 
of 16 years. When his father Philip II of Macedon was assassinated in 336 BC, he inherited the 
Macedonian throne commanding a strong kingdom and a skillful army. 
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3. Eleutherios Venizelos 

 

Eleutherios Venizelos  [23 August 1864 – 18 March 1936] was an eminent Greek leader of the 
Greek national liberation movement and a charismatic statesman of the early 20th century 
remembered for his promotion of liberal-democratic policies.[ As leader of the Liberal Party, he 
was elected several times, in total eight, as Prime Minister of Greece, serving from 1910 to 1920 
and from 1928 to 1933. Venizelos had such profound influence on the internal and external 
affairs of Greece that he is credited with being "the maker of modern Greece"  

3.2. Timeline of modern Greek history 

Greek War of Independence (1821–1829) 

First Hellenic Republic (1829–1832) 

Kingdom of Greece (1833–1924) 

Reign of King Otto (1833–1862) 

Reign of King George I (1863–1913) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greeks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberal_Party_(Greece)
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First Balkan War (1912-1913) 

Second Balkan War (1913) 

National Schism (1914-1917) 

World War I (1917-1918) 

Greco-Turkish War (1918-1923) 

Restoration of stability (1923) 

Second Hellenic Republic (1924–1935) 

Kingdom of Greece restored (1935–1967) 

4th August Regime (1936–1940) 

World War II (1940–1944) 

Greco-Italian War and Battle of Greece (1940–1941) 

Axis occupation and Resistance (1941–1944) 

Restoration of the Greek Government (1944-1945) 

Civil War (1946–1949) 

Postwar Greece (1950–1967) 

Military dictatorship (1967–1974) 

Third Hellenic Republic (1974–today) 

 

 

4. CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS 
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4.1. Traditional dances 

Greece is a country which has a great variety of traditions and customs. These are two elements 
very typical for all Greek people. 

There are so many different styles of traditional dances from the islands and mainland areas. 
Each region has formed its own choreography and style. Some of the most famous and known 
to the people are the syrtaki, hasapiko, kalamatianos, koftos and sousta. 

 

4.2. Traditional food 

Food is connected to our climate and to our land. The Mediterranean diet is said to be the best 
in the world. Greek cuisine is characterised by its frugality and its quality. Wheat, olive oil, fish, 
vegetables and wine are ingredients that basically constitute the Greek diet. Some of the most 
typical dishes are spinach and cheese pie, fava beans, Greek salad, dakos, mousakas, koukia, 
tzatziki and pastitsio. 
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4.3. The most important celebrations 

There are a lot of celebrations in my country but the most important ones are the ones that 
follow, and they are all connected to our religion. The first one is Christmas on the 25th of 
December, when Jesus was born. A very important day for us is also New Year’s Day 
(Protohronia), which is celebrated on January the 1st. Six days later we celebrate the Baptism of 
Jesus by blessing the waters. This celebration is called Epiphany. At many ports, lakes and rivers 
a cross is thrown into the water and young men dive to retrieve it.  
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In February we celebrate carnival.  

 

On March the 25th we celebrate our independence day. Military parades take place in most 
major cities. The Easter holidays begin either in April or in May. Easter Sunday is the biggest 
religious holiday in Greece. All over the country lambs are roasted on a spit and there is a lot of 
wine. Red eggs are cracked against each other and the person with the last remaining uncracked 
egg will have good luck. 
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4.4. Traditional clothes 

When Greece became independent in the 19th century, a romantic folksy court dress was 
created, which became a national Greek costume still known as the “Amalia” dress. It has got a 
loose-fitting, silk shirt, often decorated with lace at the neck, over which a jacket is worn, 
usually dark blue. The corresponding costume for a male is the “fustanella”.  

                  

Since then, the Greek fashion follows the European standards. However, completely black 
clothing is worn for one year in mourning. Also the Cretans wear black trousers, shirts, black 
stivania (Cretan type of boot) and black sariki (Cretan type of woven headscarf). 
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4.5. Traditional Handicrafts 

Art, tradition, inspiration, artistry blended with clay, marble, silver and gold shape objects of 
exquisite beauty to reserve a remarkable position into the pantheon of the Greek cultural 
heritage. 

Play with clay 

 
The ceramic art (or pottery) has been marking eras and millennia. It has been turning natural 
material into useful objects of high aesthetics. It has been involving artful hands into creating 
culture. It has been giving evidence about that culture, as pottery accounts for the most 
numerous objects of the same category found in any archaeological excavation. 
With its inception lost in the prehistoric times, it thrives during the Greek antiquity in an 
inspired verve of shapes, colours, figures. Storage-jars, amphoras, kraters, jugs, and lekythoses 
reflect the everyday habits and the traditions of the society that produced them. In the modern 
era, new morphologic and technical features have been added to making ceramics. 
Earthenware jars have helped storing the harvest, while pitchers and flasks have contained 
liquids, and cooking-pots and dishes have been used as tableware. The forms have been rather 
simple, but the decorative touch– an exclusive task of the craftsmen’ wives- has sealed the 
crafted items with grace and sensitivity. 
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Carving marble 
Maybe the most conspicuous constructive material in the Greek architecture since the ancient 
times. Born 3.200 years BC, marble sculpture has marked the entire Cycladic civilisation. 
Heart of the marble art has always been the island of Tínos. Rich in marble deposits, the island 
has always been home to fine artists who have animated the rough material and shaped it into 
immortal masterpieces. In the antiquity, temples, altars, statues of gods and goddesses, and 
statuettes upgrade the island into a matrix of marble sculpture. But the apex will not be reached 
before the 18th and 19th centuries, when the local craftsmen were treated with the honour of 
decorating imposing edifices of Athens. T buildings of the Academy, the University, the 
Parliament, the Archaeological Museum, and the Cathedral stand out among them. 

 
 
 
Silver and gold miracles 
Since the prehistoric times, the human beings have been expressing their amazement for nature 
by shaping natural elements into ornamental objects: clay necklaces, sea shells rings, and 
beautiful sea stones, have been utilised to symbolise prestige and power, to express feelings, to 
satisfy people’s vanity. 
The Greek culture has been decorated by silver and gold art items for 6.000 years. That is the 
heritage of the modern silversmiths and goldsmiths which is reflected in the aesthetically 
perfect objects of practical or religious use. In the districts of Epirus, Macedonia, Peloponnese 
and, to a lesser extent, on the islands and in the central mainland, the craftsmen use traditional 
techniques to make inspired jewels with fine patterns. 

http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/culture
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Those are the literal treasures of the Greek culture. 

             
 

4.6. Τraditional games 

Hopscotch 

Hopscotch as played by children in Greece requires a piece of chalk, a small rock, and two or 
more players. Draw eight squares on the ground, one on the left and one on the right, to form a 
rectangle. Place the rock before the first square and try to push it into the square while jumping 
on one leg. Whichever side you start on, left or right, push the rock to the opposite side, which 
allows you to move to that square. The player loses if she pushes the rock outside the 
boundaries of the square she wants to move into. 
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Jackstones 

This traditional Greek game uses stones instead of jacks. Find five small, round stones. Throw 
them on the ground, then pick one up. Throw it in the air and quickly grab one of the others, at 
the same time catching the falling stone. Keep going until you have picked up all of the stones 
one by one. Next, pick up two stones at a time, then three, and so on until you've picked up all 
four at one time. If you are playing with more than one person, the player who fails to pick up 
the stones loses his turn. 

Grandmother Sleeping 

Grandmother Sleeping, which can be played by two or more children, is an imaginative version 
of hide and seek, played around a tree. The child pretending to be the grandmother of the other 
children starts to tell them a story, then dozes off. After a while she wakes up and tries to find 
the other children, and the first child she finds becomes the grandmother for the next round. 

Sharks 

The students who submitted this game suggest that players should be older than five. The game 
requires a large space and a mattress for every three players. One or two children are the 
sharks. The children on the mattresses must keep moving to other mattresses, looking for food, 
before the shark catches them. No more than three children can be on a single mattress at a 
time, or they will “sink the boat.” 
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5. ART AND ARCHITECTURE 
 

5.1. FAMOUS PAINTERS AND SCULPTORS 
Dominikos Theotokopoulos  - El Greco (1541 – 1614) 

The knight with the hand on his chest 

Doménikos Theotokópoulos or El Greco ("The Greek") is maybe the most famous Greek 
painter in Europe. He triumphed during the Spanish Renaissance as a sculptor and as an 
architect, but above all, as a painter. 

During his life, Dominikos Theotokopoulos travelled a lot in Italy and in Spain. He was trained 
in the post-byzantine art and during his stay at Rome, El Greco adopted interesting elements 
of artistic movements, such as of the Mannerism and of the Venetian Renaissance taken from 
a number of famous artists of the time. In 1577, he moved to Toledo, Spain, where he lived 
and worked until his death. 

In Toledo he reached the pick of his career as a painter and he received several major 
commissions and produced his best-known paintings. 

El Greco's painting style is unique in the world. The majority of his artworks have religious 
content, thus often express the drama that the depicted figures suffer. Theotokopoulos is 
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regarded as a precursor of both Expressionism and Cubism, but everyone agrees that his style 
doesn’t belong to any conventional school. 

Alekos Fassianos (1935) 

 Alekos Fassianos is an artist that 
stimulated the greek world of modern art. He was born in Athens in 1935, he studied at the 
Athens Academy of Fine Arts ancient Greek angiography and Byzantine iconography. 

Later on, in 1960, he moved to Paris to study lithography at the Paris National School of Arts, 
where he met with several famous artists and writers. Fasianos exhibited many works of art in 
Greece and abroad. 

Konstantinos Parthenis (1878 – 1967) 

Konstantinos Parthenis is another Greek 
painter that became world widely famous. He was born in Alexandria and he studied at the 
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Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna. After finishing his studies, he moved to Paris and then he lived 
in Greece. 

Parthenis belonged to the artistic group "Humanitas" that was founded in 1897, and became 
the nucleus of the early alternative movement. As a man of deep religiosity, in Greece he 
worked as an icon painter. Some important moments in his artistic career is when in 1907 he 
painted out the George's Church in Vienna and in 1938 he participated in the Venice Biennale, 
at the end of which the Italian government acquired one of his works. 

Phidias of Athens 
c. 493–430 BCE—High Classical Period 
Phidias (spelled Pheidias or Phydias), the son of Charmides, was a 5th century BCE sculptor 
known for his ability to sculpt in nearly anything, including stone, bronze, silver, gold, wood, 
marble, ivory, and chryselephantine. Among his most famous works is the nearly 40-foot tall 
statue of Athena, made of chryselephantine with plates of ivory upon a core of wood or stone 
for the flesh and solid gold drapery and ornaments. A statue of Zeus at Olympia was made of 
ivory and gold and was ranked among one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 
The Athenian statesman Pericles commissioned several works from Phidias, including sculptures 
to celebrate the Greek victory at the Battle of Marathon. Phidias is among the sculptors 
associated with the early use of the "Golden Ratio," the Greek representation of which is the 
letter Phi after Phidias. 
Phidias the accused of trying to embezzle gold but proved his innocence. He was charged with 
impiety, however, and sent to prison where, according to Plutarch, he died. 

 
  

Praxiteles of Athens 
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c. 400–330 BCE—Late Classical Period 
Praxiteles was the son of the sculptor Cephisodotus the Elder, and a younger contemporary of 
Scopas. He sculpted a great variety of men and gods, both male and female; and he is said to 
have been the first to sculpt the human female form in a life-sized statue. Praxiteles primarily 
used marble from the famous quarries of Paros, but he also used bronze. Two examples of 
Praxiteles' work are Aphrodite of Knidos (Cnidos) and Hermes with the Infant Dionysus. 
One of his works that reflects the change in Late Classical Period Greek art is his sculpture of the 
god Eros with a sad expression, taking his lead, or so some scholars have said, from a then-
fashionable depiction of love as suffering in Athens, and the growing popularity of the 
expression of feelings in general by painters and sculptors throughout the period. 
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Lysippus of Sicyon 
4th C. BCE—Late Classical Period 
A metalworker, Lysippus taught himself sculpture by studying nature and Polyclitus' canon. 
Lysippus' work is characterized by lifelike naturalism and slender proportions. It has been 
described as impressionistic. Lysippus was the official sculptor to Alexander the Great. 
It is said about Lysippus that "while others had made men as they were, he had made them as 
they appeared to the eye." Lysippus is thought not to have had formal artistic training but was a 
prolific sculptor creating sculptures from tabletop size to colossus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.thoughtco.com/alexander-the-great-pictures-116854
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5.2. The most famous buildings 

The Acropolis 
  

 
 
The Acropolis is not a single building but a number of temples build on a hill overlooking Athens. 
Although there are many Acropolises (the word meaning high city) in Greece we tend to 
associate the name with the one in Athens.  The buildings that survive today are the Parthenon 
built between, 447 – 438 BC - although the decorative features weren’t completed until 432 BC; 
the Propylaea constructed around 437 BC; The Temple of Athena Nike between 427 BC and 423 
BC; and the Erechtheum which was begun in 421 BC, although work ceased between 414 BC and 
409 BC, and was completed in 407 BC.  
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Achilleion Palace 
  

 

The Achilleion Palace is located on top of the hill in the Village of Gastouri, 10 kms south west of 
the town of Corfu. Its positioning provides views over the surrounding countryside with its 
green hills and valleys and the Ionian Sea in the background. 

The building was acquired by Empress Elizabeth (known as Sisi), of Austria, the wife of Emperor 
Franz Joseph I, from the philosopher and diplomat Petros Vrailas Armenis and was formerly 
known as "Villa Vraila". 
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Palace of Knossos 

 

The Palace of Knossos was the centre of the Minoan civilization and the fabled home of 
King Minos and the Minotaur, which was contained in the labyrinth below the palace. 
Knossos developed during the Neolithic period (7000-3000 BC) and was a major centre 
of trade during the period 3000-1900 BC when the first Palace was constructed. The site 
was excavated and reconstructed during the 20th century.  

5.3. Styles in architecture 

Ancient Greece has influenced many world architectural movements along centuries, as for 
example the movement of Renaissance and the Neoclassical style. Many of the world wide 
masterpieces were inspired by the architecture in Greece, particularly the ancient Greek style of 
Doric, Ionic or Corinthian rhythm. In fact, the Neoclassical style that was so popular in the 19th 
century was actually a revival of the ancient architecture of Greece. Due to the rich diversity 
along centuries, the architectural style is divided in several periods. You can see samples of the 
architecture in Greece with a simple walk in the centre of Athens. 

 

 

 

 

 

Minoan Architecture                                                             Mycenaean Architecture 
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Classical Architecture                                                               Roman Architecture   

              

Byzantine Architecture                                                                 Medieval Architecture 

        

 

 

 

 

Ottoman Architecture                                                             Neoclassical architecture 
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Cycladic architecture 
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6. PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
6.1 Flights and getting here 
By airplane 

Airplane routes are particularly popular due to their comfort and speed. Athens International 
Airport is one of the most modern in the world. Providing excellent ground handling services, it 
is a particularly attractive entry point to Greece. 

 

By car 

Greece has the privilege of being at an exciting crossroads between continents and cultures. Its 
huge road network, which is constantly expanding and improving, links it to the heart of Europe, 
as well as to Asia through the streets of the East. The main motorways link Greece to the Balkan 
countries and from there to the lavish Europe. 
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By train 

A train trip is a romantic take-off, enhanced by the glory of past times, also an extremely 
affordable solution, since it is a common practice to keep rail tickets at reasonable prices and to 
provide discounts to young people, students and families. 

 

By Bus 

The capitals of most Prefectural Administrations are linked to a dense network of regular 
intercity buses (KTEL), which comply with all modern standards for safer and more enjoyable 
passenger transport. 
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By Sea 

Every year Greek ports welcome a huge number of passengers from all over the world. Piraeus, 
Thessaloniki, Volos, Patras, Igoumenitsa and island ports serve those guests who wish to travel 
to Greece by sea. Boat trips to Europe are numerous. Many cruise ships and private boats also 
enter the country's ports, as Greece is one of the favorite destinations in the world. 
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