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1. Acropolis, Athens 

The Acropolis of Athens and its monuments are universal symbols of the classical spirit 

and civilization and form the greatest architectural and artistic complex bequeathed by 

Greek Antiquity to the world. In the second half of the fifth century bc, Athens, 

following the victory against the Persians and the establishment of democracy, took a 

leading position amongst the other city-states of the ancient world. In the age that 

followed, as thought and art flourished, an exceptional group of artists put into effect 

the ambitious plans of Athenian statesman Pericles and, under the inspired guidance of 

the sculptor Pheidias, transformed the rocky hill into a unique monument of thought 

and the arts. The most important monuments were built during that time: The 

Parthenon, built by Ictinus, the Erechtheon, the Propylaea, the monumental entrance to 

the Acropolis, designed by Mnesicles and the small temple Athena Nike. 

 

 
 

It is situated on a hill of average height (156m) that rises in the basin of Athens. Its 

overall dimensions are approximately 170 by 350m. The hill is rocky and steep on all 

sides except for the western side, and has an extensive, nearly flat top. Strong 

fortification walls have surrounded the summit of the Acropolis for more than 3,300 

years. The first fortification wall was built during the 13th century BC, and surrounded 

the residence of the local Mycenaean ruler. 

 

The Athenian Acropolis is the supreme expression of the adaptation of architecture to 

a natural site. This grand composition of perfectly balanced massive structures creates 

a monumental landscape of unique beauty, consisting of a complete series of 

architectural masterpieces of the 5th century BC. 
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2. Archaeological Site of Aigai (modern name Vergina) 
 

The city of Aigai, the ancient first capital of the Kingdom of Macedonia, was 

discovered in the 19th century near Vergina, in northern Greece. The most important 

remains are the monumental palace, lavishly decorated with mosaics and painted 

stuccoes, and the burial ground with more than 300 tumuli, some of which date from 

the 11th century B.C. One of the royal tombs in the Great Tumulus is identified as that 

of Philip II, who conquered all the Greek cities, paving the way for his son Alexander 

and the expansion of the Hellenistic world. 

 

 
 

It is located between the modern villages of Palatitsia and Vergina, in Northern Greece 

(Region of Hemathia). At Aigai was rooted the royal dynasty of the Temenids, the 

family of Philip II and Alexander the Great. The Archaeological Site of Aigai, 

containing an urban center – the oldest and most important in Northern Greece – and 

several surrounded settlements, is defined by the rivers Haliakmon, Askordos, and the 

Pierian Mountains . Aigai provides important information about the culture, history 

and society of the ancient Macedonians, the Greek border tribe that preserved age-old 

traditions and carried Greek culture to the outer limits of the ancient world. 

 

Both the cemetery and the city contain original and unique historical, artistic and 

aesthetic achievements of the late classical art of extraordinarily high quality and 

historical importance, such as the architectural form of the royal palace and the 

magnificent wall paintings of the so-called Macedonian tombs, as well as objects such 

as the ivory portrait and miniature art, metal, gold and silver work. Many of these 

achievements were created by great artists of ancient Greece, such as Leochares and 

Nikomachos. 
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3. Archaeological Site of Delphi 
 

The pan-Hellenic sanctuary of Delphi, where the oracle of Apollo spoke, was the site 

of the omphalos, the 'navel of the world'. Blending harmoniously with the superb 

landscape and charged with sacred meaning, Delphi in the 6th century B.C. was indeed 

the religious center and symbol of unity of the ancient Greek world. 

 

  

 
 

 

Delphi lies between two towering rocks of Mt. Parnassus, known as the Phaidriades 

(Shining) Rocks, in the Regional unit of Phocis in Central Greece. The area was 

inhabited in the 2nd millennium BC, as is evident from Mycenaean remains (1500-

1100 BC). The development of the sanctuary and oracle began in the 8th century BC, 

and their religious and political influence over the whole of Greece increased in the 6th 

century BC. 

 

The layout of Delphi is a unique artistic achievement. Mt. Parnassus is a veritable 

masterpiece and is where a series of monuments were built whose modular elements – 

terraces, temples, treasuries, etc. – combine to form a strong expression of the physical 

and moral values of a site which may be described as magical. 

 

Delphi had an immense impact throughout the ancient world, as can be ascertained by 

the various offerings of kings, dynasts, city-states and historical figures, who deemed 

that sending a valuable gift to the sanctuary, would ensure the favor of the god. The 

Sanctuary at Delphi, the object of great generosity and the crossroads of a wide variety 

of influences, was in turn imitated throughout the ancient world. 
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4.Archaeological Site of Philippi 

The remains of this walled city lie at the foot of an acropolis in north-eastern Greece, 

on the ancient route linking Europe and Asia, theVia Egnatia. Founded in 356 BC by 

the Macedonian King Philip II, the city developed as a “small Rome” with the 

establishment of the Roman Empire in the decades following the Battle of Philippi, in 

42 BCE. 
 

The vibrant Hellenistic city of Philip II, of which the walls and their gates, the theatre 

and the funerary heroon (temple) are to be seen, was supplemented with Roman public 

buildings such as the Forum and a monumental terrace with temples to its north. Later 

the city became a centre of the Christian faith following the visit of the Apostle Paul in 

49-50 CE. The remains of its basilicas constitute an exceptional testimony to the early 

establishment of Christianity. 
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Brief synthesis 

 

The Archaeological Site of Philippi is lying at the foot of an acropolis in north-eastern 

Greece on the ancient route linking Europe with Asia, the Via Egnatia. The city of 

Philippi, re-founded by Philip II on a former colony of Thasians in 356 BCE, was 

reshaped by the Romans into a "small Rome" with its elevation to a Colonia Augusta 

of the Roman Empire in the decades following the Battle of Philippi. The vibrant 

Hellenistic city of Philip II, of which the walls and their gates, the theatre and the 

funerary heroon (temple) are to be seen, was adorned and transformed with Roman 

public buildings including the Forum and a monumental terrace with temples to its 

north. Later the city became a centre of Christian faith and pilgrimage deriving from 

the visit of the Apostle Paul in 49/50 CE and the remains of Christian basilicas and the 

octagonal church testify to its importance as a metropolitan see. 
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5. Archaeological Site of Mystras 

 

 
Mystras, the 'wonder of the Morea', was built as an amphitheatre around the 
fortress erected in 1249 by the prince of Achaia, William of Villehardouin. 
Reconquered by the Byzantines, then occupied by the Turks and the 
Venetians, the city was abandoned in 1832, leaving only the breathtaking 
medieval ruins, standing in a beautiful landscape. 
 
 

  
 

Outstanding Universal Value 

 

Mystras, the ‘wonder of the Morea’, lies in the southeast of the Peloponnese. 
The town developed down the hillside from the fortress built in 1249 by the 
prince of Achaia, William of Villehardouin, at the top of a 620 m high hill 
overlooking Sparta. The Franks surrendered the castle to the Byzantines in 
1262, it was the centre of Byzantine power in southern Greece, first as the base 
of the military governor and from 1348 as the seat of the Despotate of 
Morea.Captured by the Turks in 1460, it was occupied thereafter by them and 
the Venetians. After 1834 the inhabitants of Mystras gradually started to move 
to the modern town of Sparta leaving only the breath-taking medieval ruins, 
standing in a beautiful landscape.  
 

Authenticity  
 

Mystras constitutes a monumental late-Byzantine complex with distinct and 
well-preserved elements such as land-planning, street planning, secular and 
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ecclesiastical architecture, and artistic production. Its authentic urban 
character, which has not been affected by human interventions, has been 
preserved through the centuries. The most important monuments on the site 
give the visitor the chance to perceive various aspects of the Byzantine 
culture.The restoration works on selected monuments on the site are carried 
out according to research and scientific studies and with the use of traditional 
techniques and materials and aim to restore the values represented. 
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6. Archaeological Site of Olympia 

 
The site of Olympia, in a valley in the Peloponnesus, has been inhabited since 

prehistoric times. In the 10th century B.C., Olympia became a centre for the worship 

of Zeus. The Altis – the sanctuary to the gods – has one of the highest concentrations 

of masterpieces from the ancient Greek world. In addition to temples, there are the 

remains of all the sports structures erected for the Olympic Games, which were held in 

Olympia every four years beginning in 776 B.C. 
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Brief synthesis 
 

 

The sanctuary of Olympia, in the North West of the Peloponnese, in the Regional Unit 

of Eleia (Elis), has been established in the valley created by the confluence of the 

Alpheios and Kladeos rivers in a natural setting of beauty and serenity. The Pan-

Hellenic sanctuary has been established in the history of culture, as the most important 

religious, political and sports centre, with a history that dates back to the end of the 

Neolithic times (4th millennium BC). The famous sanctuary became the centre of 

worship of Zeus, the father of the twelve Olympian gods. For the Altis, the sacred grove 

and the centre of the sanctuary, some of the most remarkable works of art and technique 

have been created, constituting a milestone in the history of art. Great artists, such as 

Pheidias, have put their personal stamp of inspiration and creativity, offering unique 

artistic creations to the world. 
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7. PALEOCHRISTIAN AND BYZANTINE MONUMENTS OF THESSALONICA 

The city of Thessaloniki was an important economic and cultural center in the 

wider area of the Balkan Peninsula during the Middle Ages, which is reflected in 

most of the monuments - of the highest architectural value - of the period that 

survive to this day. In 1988, fifteen medieval monuments, dating from the Early 

Christian period (4th century AD) to the Late Byzantine period (13th - 14th 

centuries), were listed as UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 

The Byzantine Walls of Thessaloniki (4th - 5th c.) 

The Rotunda of St. George (4th c.) 

The basilica of Panagia Acheoporatitou (5th c.) 

The temple of Saint David (Latomos Monastery) (6th c.)                                                                                                                      

The Basilica of St. Demetrius (7th c.) 

The church of Hagia Sophia (8th c.)                                                                                                                                                                    

The church of Panagia of Chalkeon (11th c.) 

The church of Saint Panteleimon (14th century) 

The Temple of the Holy Apostles (14th century) 

The church of St. Nicholas of Orpheus (14th century) 

The church of Saint Catherine (13th century) 

The Temple of the Savior (14th century) 

Monastery of Vlatadon (14th c.) 

The Temple of Prophet Elias (14th century) 

The Byzantine Baths (14th c.)       
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:THES_Panaghia_Chalkeon_5944.JPG
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8. PYTHAGOREION AND HERAION OF SAMOS 

             Samos, due to its geographical location in the eastern Aegean, securing 
easy communications with the coast of Asia Minor, was one of the most 

important centers of political and cultural developments from the prehistoric era 
(5th/4th millennium BC) until almost the Middle Ages. The site is an area on the 

north-east coast of the island that is clearly defined by the surrounding 
mountains. It consists of the fortified ancient city (Pythagoreion) and the ancient 

Temple of Hera (Heraion), which is situated about 6 km away from the city and 

indissolubly linked with it. 
The earliest finds date back to the 5th/4th millennium BC, during the Neolithic 

period, but the main settlement began in the 10th century BC, when it was 
colonized by Ionians from Mainland Greece. By the 6th century BC, Samos had 

become a major nautical power in the eastern Mediterranean, with close trade 
links with Asia Minor and the Mainland Greece. It was strong enough to establish 

trading colonies on the coast of Ionia, in Thrace, and even in the western 
Mediterranean. 
                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19 
 

9. Medieval City of Rhodes 

The Order of St John of Jerusalem occupied Rhodes from 1309 to 1523 and set about 

transforming the city into a stronghold. It subsequently came under Turkish and Italian 

rule. With the Palace of the Grand Masters, the Great Hospital and the Street of the 

Knights, the Upper Town is one of the most beautiful urban ensembles of the Gothic 

period. In the Lower Town, Gothic architecture coexists with mosques, public baths and 

other buildings dating from the Ottoman period. 

 

 

Outstanding Universal Value 

Brief synthesis 

From 1309 to 1523 Rhodes, the largest island of the Dodecanese, was occupied by the 

Knights of St John of Jerusalem who had lost their last stronghold in Palestine, in Acre, 

in 1291. They transformed the island capital into a fortified city able to withstand sieges 

as terrible as those led by the Sultan of Egypt in 1444 and Mehmet II in 1480. Rhodes 

finally fell in 1522 after a six-month siege carried out by Suleyman II. 

The medieval city is located within a 4 km-long wall. It is divided with the high town to 

the north and the lower town south-southwest. Originally separated from the lower town 

by a fortified wall, the high town was entirely built by the Knights. The Order was 

organized into seven “tongues”, each having its own seat, or “inn”. The inns of the 

tongues of Italy, France, Spain and Provence lined the principal east-west axis, the 

famous Street of the Knights, on both sides, one of the finest testimonies to Gothic 

urbanism. To the north, close to the site of the Knights’ first hospice, stands the Inn of 
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Auvergne, whose facade bears the arms of Guy de Blanchefort, Grand Master from 1512 

to 1513. The original hospice was replaced in the 15th century by the Great Hospital, 

built between 1440 and 1489, on the south side of the Street of the Knights. 

The lower town is almost as dense with monuments as the high town. In 1522, with a 

population of 5000, it had many churches, some of Byzantine construction. Throughout 

the years, the number of palaces and charitable foundations multiplied in the south-

southeast area: the Court of Commerce, the Archbishop’s Palace, the Hospice of St. 

Catherine, and others. 

Its history and development up to 1912 has resulted in the addition of valuable Islamic 

monuments, such as mosques, baths and houses. After 1523, most churches were 

converted into Islamic mosques, like the Mosque of Soliman, Kavakli Mestchiti, Demirli 

Djami, Peial ed Din Djami, Abdul Djelil Djami, Dolapli Mestchiti. 

The ramparts of the medieval city, partially erected on the foundations of the Byzantine 

enclosure, were constantly maintained and remodelled between the 14th and 16th 

centuries under the Grand Masters. Artillery firing posts were the final features to be 

added. At the beginning of the 16th century, in the section of the Amboise Gate, which 

was built on the northwest angle in 1512, the curtain wall was 12 m thick with a 4 m-high 

parapet pierced with gun holes. The fortifications of Rhodes exerted an influence 

throughout the eastern Mediterranean at the end of the Middle Ages. 
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10. Archaeological Sites of Mycenae and Tiryns 

The archaeological sites of Mycenae and Tiryns are the imposing ruins of the two 

greatest cities of the Mycenaean civilization, which dominated the eastern 

Mediterranean world from the 15th to the 12th century B.C. and played a vital role in the 

development of classical Greek culture. These two cities are indissolubly linked to the 

Homeric epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey , which have influenced European art and 

literature for more than three millennia. 

 

 

Outstanding Universal Value 

Brief synthesis 

The Archaeological Sites of Mycenae and Tiryns, located in the Regional unit of Argolis 

in the North-East Peloponnese, are the imposing ruins of the two greatest cities of the 

Mycenaean civilization, renowned for its technical and artistic achievements but also its 

spiritual wealth, which spread around the Mediterranean world between 1600 and 1100 

BC and played a vital role in the development of classical Greek culture. The palatial 

administrative system, the monumental architecture, the impressive artefacts and the 

first testimonies of Greek language, preserved on Linear B tablets, are unique elements 

of the Mycenaean culture; a culture that inspired the great poet Homer to compose his 

famous epic poems. 

The citadel of Mycenae, with its strategic position for the control of the Argolid Plain, is 

the kingdom of the mythical Agamemnon and the most important and richest palatial 

centre of the Late Bronze Age in Greece. Its name was given to one of the greatest 

civilizations of Greek prehistory, the Mycenaean civilization, while the myths related to 

its history, its rulers and their family members (such as Klytaimnestra, Ifigeneia, Elektra, 
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Orestes) have inspired poets, writers and artists over many centuries, from the ancient 

to the contemporary times. Significant stages in monumental architecture are still visible 

in the property, such as the massive defensive walls, the corbelled tholos tombs and the 

Lions Gate. 

Tiryns, situated 20 km north-east of Mycenae on a low hill near the inlet of the Argolic 

Gulf, is another excellent example of the Mycenaean civilization. The fortification of the 

hill, completed at the end of the 13th century BC, surrounds the citadel with a total 

perimeter of approximately 750 m. The impressive walls, built of stones even larger than 

those of Mycenae, are up to 8 m thick and 13 m high. They can rightly be regarded as a 

creation that goes beyond the human scale, as reveals the word “cyclopean” – built by 

Cyclops, the mythical giants from Lycia – which was attributed to them in the Homeric 

epics 
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11. Delos 

According to Greek mythology, Apollo was born on this tiny island in the Cyclades 

archipelago. Apollo's sanctuary attracted pilgrims from all over Greece and Delos was a 

prosperous trading port. The island bears traces of the succeeding civilizations in the 

Aegean world, from the 3rd millennium B.C. to the palaeochristian era. The 

archaeological site is exceptionally extensive and rich and conveys the image of a great 

cosmopolitan Mediterranean port. 

 

Outstanding Universal Value 

Brief synthesis 

Delos, even though a small (350.64 ha), rocky island in the center of the Aegean Sea, 

was considered as “the most sacred of all islands” (Callimachus, 3rd century BC) in 

ancient Greek culture. According to the legend, it was there that Apollo, god of daylight, 

and his twin sister Artemis, goddess of night light, were born. 
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The island was first settled in the third millennium BC. The Apollonian sanctuary, 

established at least since the 9th century BC, reached the peak of its glory during the 

Archaic and Classical period, when it acquired its Pan-Hellenic character. After 167 BC, 

as a result of the declaration of Delos as a free port, all the commercial activity of the 

eastern Mediterranean was concentrated on the isle. Rich merchants, bankers and ship-

owners from all over the world settled there, attracting many builders, artists and 

craftsmen, who built for them luxurious houses, richly decorated with frescoes and 

mosaic floors. The small island became soon the maximum emporium totius orbis 

terrarium (S. P. Festus, 2nd century AD) – the greatest commercial center of the whole 

world. The prosperity of the island and the friendly relations with the Romans were the 

main cause of its destruction. Delos was attacked and looted twice: in 88 BC by 

Mithridates, the King of Pontus, an enemy of the Romans, and later, in 69 BC, by the 

pirates of Athenodorus, an ally of Mithridates. Since then, the island fell rapidly into 

decline and was gradually abandoned. Captured after its abandonment successively by 

the Byzantines, Slavs, Saracens, the Venetians, the Knights of St. John and the 

Ottomans, Delos was turned into a quarry site with its temple columns burnt for lime, 

and its houses left in ruins. 

The excavations that started in 1872 and are still in progress have unearthed the 

Sanctuary and a good part of the cosmopolitan Hellenistic town. The monuments that 

have been excavated up to now speak most eloquently for the grandeur of the sacred 

island and illuminate a past civilization, which was Europe's cradle and wet nurse. The 

entire island is an archaeological site, which, along with the neighboring islands of 

Rheneia, Greater and Lesser Rematiaris, constitutes an immense archaeological site. 
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12. The Temple of Apollo Epikourios 

 

The temple of Apollo Epikourios, one of the most important and most imposing 

temples of antiquity, stands in the bare and rocky landscape of Bassae. It is unique in 

the history of ancient Greek architecture because it combines a variety of novel ideas 

both in its external appearance and in its internal arrangements. Indeed, Pausanias 

considered it to be among the finest temples of the Peloponnese in terms of sheer 

beauty and harmony, second only to that of Tegea (8, 41, 8). The building is dated to 

420-400 BC and is believed to be the work of Iktinos, who succeeded in combining 

masterfully several Archaic features imposed by the conservative tradition of the 

Arcadians with the characteristics of the new Classical style. The surviving temple is 

not the first one to have been constructed on the site. The earliest temple of Apollo 

erected in the late seventh century BC, possibly at the same location, was rebuilt at 

least twice in approximately 600 and 500 BC. Many architectural features from these 

two phases survive, including a large terracotta acroterion with ornate painted 

decoration, roof-tiles and antefixes.   
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13. Mount Athos 

An Orthodox spiritual centre since 1054, Mount Athos has enjoyed an autonomous 
statute since Byzantine times. The 'Holy Mountain', which is forbidden to women and 
children, is also a recognized artistic site. The layout of the monasteries (about 20 of 
which are presently inhabited by some 1,400 monks) had an influence as far afield as 
Russia, and its school of painting influenced the history of Orthodox art. 
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14. Meteora 

Meteora is from the biggest and most important group of monasteries in Greece after 

those in Mount Athos. We can locate the first traces of their history from 11th c. when 

the first hermits settled there. The rock monasteries have been characterized by 

Unesco as a unique phenomenon of cultural heritage and they form one of the most 

important stations of cultural map of Greece.  
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15. Dafni Monastery (Athens), Monastery of Osios Loukas and Nea 

Moni of Chios 

Dafni Monastery 

The monastery lies to the west of Athens, almost half-way along the ancient Sacred 

Way to Eleusis. The first monastery was erected on the site in the 6th century A.D. 

and was enclosed by strong defensive walls, almost square in plan. The catholicon 

was a three-aisled basilica which stood in the centre of the courtyard. Along the inner 

NE side of the walls, two-storeyed buildings were constructed, containing the cells of 

the monks. A reception hall and a second block of cells were attached on the north 

wall of the enclosure.  
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Monastery of Osios Loukas at Steiri 

The monastery lies on the west slope of Mt. Helikon, below the acropolis of ancient 

Steirion. It is enclosed by a wall and comprises two- and three-storeyed blocks of cells, 

a bell-tower at the SW corner, the Refectory on the south side and the two adjoining 

churches, at the centre of the enclosure.  

 

The smaller church, dedicated to the Theotocos, was built in the 10th century. It is 

the earliest known example of the four-column, cross-in-square type, it has a 

spacious, two-column narthex on the west side and a portico to the west of it. This 

portico actually connects the two churches. The walls are built in cloisonne masonry 

and are decorated with rich brick (Cufic) ornaments. The diaconicon and the arched 

portico between the diaconicon and the pulpit were decorated with beautiful wall 

paintings slightly later in date (11th-12th century) but traces of earlier frescos have 

also been revealed.  
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Nea Moni Chios 

According to tradition, Nea Moni was founded by the emperor Constantine IX 

Monomachos (1042-1055) in order to reward two monks from Chios, who had 

prophesied to him when he was in exile on Mitilini that his exile would soon come to 

an end and that he would ascend the throne.  

 

The monastery was built in roughly the middle of the island on the west side of Mount 

Provateion, where a few years earlier the monks had found the miraculous icon of the 

Virgin hanging from a myrtle branch.  
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16. Monastery of Saint John the Theologian 

The Monastery of St. John the Theologian on Patmos, is possibly the most important 

monastery of the Aegean Sea. It was founded by the Blessed Christodoulos (1088) 

who was granted the island of Patmos exempt from taxation by an imperial chrysobull 

of Alexius I Comnenus.  

 

Built on a mound, on the site formerly occupied first by a temple dedicated to the 

goddess Artemis (Diana) and then by an Early Christian basilica, the Monastery is 

surrounded by an irregular fortified quadrangle whose successive building phases 

span the period from the late 11th century to the 17th century.  

The murals of the conventual church date from the early 17th century, while those in 

the chapel of the Virgin, south of the conventual church, date to the late 12th century 

and are contemporary with the frescoes of the refectory, to the northeast of the main 

church. The cells are ranged along the south side of the defensive enclosure. There 

are also post-Byzantine chapels dedicated to St. Basil, St. Nicholas, the Holy Cross, St. 

John Prodromos and the Holy Apostles (1603). Two smaller ones stand outside the 

enclosure: St. George and St. Onuphrius (1611). 

 The Library and Treasury of the Monastery are both exceptional; some of the rare 

artifacts in its collections may be admired in the Monastic Museum. 
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17. Old Town of Corfu 
The Old Town of Corfu, on the Island of Corfu off the western coasts of Albania and 
Greece, is located in a strategic position at the entrance of the Adriatic Sea, and has its 
roots in the 8th century BC. The three forts of the town, designed by renowned Venetian 
engineers, were used for four centuries to defend the maritime trading interests of the 
Republic of Venice against the Ottoman Empire. In the course of time, the forts were 
repaired and partly rebuilt several times, more recently under British rule in the 19th 
century. The mainly neoclassical housing stock of the Old Town is partly from the 
Venetian period, partly of later construction, notably the 19th century. As a fortified 
Mediterranean port, Corfu’s urban and port ensemble is notable for its high level of 
integrity and authenticity. 
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